
Great Depression & New Deal 
 

The Great Depression of the 1930;s was characterized by bank and business  

failures and high unemployment.  The New Deal was President Franklin  
Roosevelt’s program to address the problems of the Depression.  He focused on 

relief to the unemployed by providing jobs through work relief projects.  His focus 
on recovery was to create programs that would help rebuild the ability of people 

to purchase items thus stimulating the economy.  Finally, he sought to reform the 

parts of the economy that led to the Depression. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Why was 1929 so significant? 
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1. Identify and explain how each of the following led to the Great Depression? 

 
 

 
 

2. How did the Great Depression affect society? Give specific examples in the chart  
      below. 

3.  What was the Mexican Repatriation Act authorized by President Hoover? 

 

 How did this lead to the Great 

Depression? 

Identify  

 

Tariffs on World Trade 
 

 
 

  

 

Stock Market Speculation 
 

 
 

  

 

Bank Failures 
 

  
 

  

 

Monetary Policy of the 
Federal Reserve System 

 
 

  

Families 

 
 

 

 

Children 

 
  

 

 

Society as a whole 
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Causes of the Great Depression 



1. How did the Dust Bowl impact the physical environment? 

 
 

 
 
 

 
2. How did the Dust Bowl affect individuals? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
3. Identify the New Deal policies proposed by President Roosevelt to resolve the 

      economic effects of the Great Depression. 

Include the following agencies in your examples on the chart above: 

 
AAA, WPA, CCC, TVA 
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 Definition of this policy Examples of legislation to address 

this policy 

 

 
Relief 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 
Recovery 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 
Reform 
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Life in the Great Depression 



1. President Roosevelt’s proposals for resolving the economic effects of the Great  

     Depression were met with opposition.  Identify the opponent’s approaches in the  
     chart below. 

 

 

2. Compare President Roosevelt’s proposals with his opponents: 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

3. What was the Supreme Court’s reaction to the National Industrial Recovery Act? 
 
 

 
 

 
 
4.  Identify the contributions of Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

Critics of Roosevelt’s  

Policies 

Their proposals: 

 

 
Francis Townsend 

 
 

 

 

 
Huey P. Long 

 
 

 

 

 
Father Coughlin 

 
 

 

Similarities Differences 
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The New Deal 
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1. Describe the following New Deal agencies. 

 

 
2. Why did Franklin D. Roosevelt try to increase the number of justices on the U.S.  
      Supreme Court? 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
3. How did his attempt impact the relationship between the three branches of  
     government? 

 
 

 
 
 

4. How did New Deal legislation impact the role of state and federal government? 
 

 
 
 

5. How did World War II affect the Great Depression? 

Agency What did this agency  

provide? 

How do they affect the lives of 

citizens today? 

 

Federal Deposit  
Insurance Corporation 

(FDIC) 
 
 

  

 

Securities & Exchange 
Commission 

(SEC) 
 
 

  

 

Social Security  
Administration 

(SSA) 
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The New Deal 



How was this time period depicted in art, music, film and literature. 

 
 

 
 
Identify the following terms and explain how they are related to the Great Depression: 

 
1. Hoovervilles 

 
 
 

2. deficit spending 
 

 
 
 

3. subsistence agriculture 
 

 
 

 
4. rugged individualism 
 

 
 

 
 
5. voluntary cooperation 
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