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"A Second Peep at Factory Life," Lowell Offering

The Lowell Offering was a monthly literary magazine published (primarily between 1841 and 1845) by
women factory workers in the textile mills of the planned industrial community of Lowell,
Massachusetts. For many of the women and girls who worked in the factories, working at Lowell
offered an opportunity to earn the highest wages of any women workers in America while becoming
part of a community. In addition, despite their long work hours, the Lowell workers could devote some
of their time to attending evening classes and lectures, accessing Lowell's circulating library, or
working on the magazine.

Now look out—not for the engine—but for the rush to the stairway. O mercy! what a crowd. I do not
wonder you gasp for breath; but, keep up courage; we shall soon be on terra firma again. Now, safely
landed, I hope to be excused for taking you into such a crowd. Really, it would not be fair to let you
see the factory girls and machinery for nothing. I shall be obliged to hurry you, as it is some way to
the boarding-house, and we have but thirty minutes from the time the bell begins to ring till it is done
ringing again; and then all are required to be at their work. There is a group of girls yonder, going our
way; let us overtake them, and hear what they are talking about. Something unpleasant I dare say,
from their earnest gestures and clouded brows.

"Well, I do think it is too bad," exclaims one.

"So do I," says another. "This cutting down wages is not what they cry it up to be. I wonder how
they'd like to work as hard as we do, digging and drudging day after day, from morning till night, and
then, every two or three years, have their wages reduced. I rather guess it wouldn't set very well."

"And, besides this, who ever heard, of such a thing as their being raised again," says the first speaker.
"I confess that I never did, so long as I've worked in the mill, and that's been these ten years."

"Well, it is real provoking any how," returned the other, "for my part I should think they had made a
clean sweep this time. I wonder what they'll do next."

"Listeners never hear any good of themselves" is a trite saying, and, for fear it may prove true in our
case, we will leave this busy group, and get some dinner. There is an open door inviting us to enter.
We will do so. You can hang your bonnet and shawl on one of those hooks, that extend the length of
the entry for that purpose, or you can lay them on the banisters, as some do. Please to walk into the
dining room. Here are two large square tables, covered with checked clothes and loaded down with
smoking viands, the odor of which is very inviting. But we will not stop here; there is the long table in
the front room, at which ten or fifteen can be comfortably seated. You may place yourself at the head.
Now do not be bashful or wait to be helped, but comply with the oft-made request, "help yourself" to
whatever you like best; for you have but a few minutes allotted you to spend at the table. The reason
why, is because you are a rational , intelligent, thinking being, and ought to know enough to swallow
your food whole; whereas a horse or an ox, or any other dumb beast knows no better than to spend
an hour in the useless process of mastication. The bell rings again, and the girls are hurrying to the
mills; you, I suppose, have seen enough of them for one day, so we will walk up stairs and have a
tete-a-tete.

You ask, if there are so many things objectionable, why we work in the mill. Well, simply for this
reason,-every situation in life, has its trials which must be borne, and factory life has no more than
any other. There are many things we do not like; many occurrences that send the warm blood
mantling to the cheek when they must be borne in silence, and many harsh words and acts that are



not called for. There are objections also to the number of hours we work, to the length of time allotted
to our meals, and to the low wages allowed for labor; objections that must and will be answered; for
the time has come when something, besides the clothing and feeding of the body is to be thought of;
when the mind is to be clothed and fed; and this cannot be as it should be, with the present system of
labor. Who, let me ask, can find that pleasure in' life which they should, when it is spent in this way.
Without time for the laborer's own work, and the improvement of the mind, save the few evening
hours; and even then if the mind is enriched and stored with useful knowledge, it must be at the
expense of health. And the feeling too, that comes over us (there is no use in denying it) when we
hear the bell calling us away from repose that tired nature loudly claims-the feeling, that we are
obliged to go. And these few hours, of which we have spoken, are far too short, three at the most at
the close of day. Surely, methinks, every heart that lays claim to humanity will feel 'tis not enough.
But this, we hope will, ere long, be done away with, and labor made what it should be; pleasant and
inviting to every son and daughter of the human family.

There is a brighter side to this picture, over which we would not willingly pass without notice, and an
answer to the question, why we work here? The time we do have is our own. The money we earn
comes promptly; more so than in any other situation; and our work, though laborious is the same
from day to day; we know what it is, and when finished we feel perfectly free, till it is time to
commence it again.

Henry Clay, "Defense of the American System" (1832)

Senator Henry Clay of Kentucky was the leading proponent of the American System, a series of
proposals for the federal government to play a more active role in promoting economic development.
These proposals included a national bank, federally financed internal improvements such as roads and
canals, and a tariff on imported goods to protect emerging U.S. industries. In the speech excerpted
below Clay defends these policies.

I have now to perform the more pleasing task of exhibiting an imperfect sketch of the existing state of
the unparalleled prosperity of the country. On a general survey, we behold cultivation extended, the
arts flourishing, the face of the country improved; our people fully and profitably employed, and the
public countenance exhibiting tranquility, contentment and happiness. And if we descend into
particulars, we have the agreeable contemplation of a people out of debt, land rising slowly in value,
but in a secure and salutary degree; a ready though not extravagant market for all the surplus
productions of our industry; innumerable flocks and herds browsing and gamboling on ten thousand
hills and plains, covered with rich and verdant grasses; our cities expanded, and whole villages
springing up, as it were, by enchantment; our exports and imports increased and increasing; our
tonnage, foreign and coastwise, swelling and fully occupied; the rivers of our interior animated by the
perpetual thunder and lightning of countless steam-boats; the currency sound and abundant; the
public debt of two wars nearly redeemed; and, to crown all, the public treasury overflowing,
embarrassing Congress, not to find subjects of taxation, but to select the objects which shall be
liberated from the impost. If the term of seven years were to be selected, of the greatest prosperity
which this people have enjoyed since the establishment of their present constitution, it would be
exactly that period of seven years which immediately followed the passage of the tariff of 1824.

This transformation of the condition of the country from gloom and distress to brightness and
prosperity, has been mainly the work of American legislation, fostering American industry, instead of
allowing it to be controlled by foreign legislation, cherishing foreign industry. The foes of the American
System, in 1824, with great boldness and confidence, predicted, 1st. The ruin of the public revenue,
and the creation of a necessity to resort to direct taxation. The gentleman from South Carolina,
(General Hayne,) I believe, thought that the tariff of 1824 would operate a reduction of revenue to the



large amount of eight millions of dollars. 2d. The destruction of our navigation. 3d. The desolation of
commercial cities. And 4th. The augmentation of the price of objects of consumption, and further
decline in that of the articles of our exports. Every prediction which they made has failed-utterly
failed. Instead of the ruin of the public revenue, with which they then sought to deter us from the
adoption of the American System, we are now threatened with its subversion, by the vast amount of
the public revenue produced by that system. . ..

If the system of protection be founded on principles erroneous in theory, pernicious in practice-above
all if it be unconstitutional, as is alledged, it ought to be forthwith abolished, and not a vestage of it
suffered to remain.

But, before we sanction this sweeping denunciation, let us look a little at this system, its magnitude,
its ramifications, its duration, and the high authorities which have sustained it. We shall see that its
foes will have accomplished comparatively nothing, after having achieved their present aim of
breaking down our iron-founderies, our woollen, cotton, and hemp manufactories, and our sugar
plantations. The destruction of these would, undoubtedly, lead to the sacrifice of immense capital, the
ruin of many thousands of our fellow citizens, and incalculable loss to the whole community. But their
prostration would not disfigure, nor produce greater effect upon the whole system of protection, in all
its branches, than the destruction of the beautiful domes upon the capitol would occasion to the
magnificent edifice which they surmount. Why, sir, there is scarcely an interest, scarcely a vocation in
society, which is not embraced by the beneficence of this system.

It comprehends our coasting tonnage and trade, from which all foreign tonnage is absolutely excluded.

It includes all our foreign tonnage, with the inconsiderable exception made by the treaties of
reciprocity with a few foreign powers.

It embraces our fisheries, and all our hardy and enterprising fishermen.

It extends to almost every mechanic and: to tanners, cordwainers, tailors, cabinet-makers, hatters,
tinners, brass-workers, clock-makers, coach-makers, tallow-chandlers, trace-makers, rope-makers,
cork-cutters, tobacconists, whip-makers, paper-makers, umbrella-makers, glass-blowers, stocking-
weavers, butter-makers, saddle and harness-makers, cutlers, brush-makers, book-binders, dairy-
men, milk-farmers, black-smiths, type-founders, musical instrument-makers, basket-makers,
milliners, potters, chocolate-makers, floor-cloth-makers, bonnet-makers, hair-cloth-makers, copper-
smiths, pencil-makers, bellows-makers, pocket book-makers, card-makers, glue-makers, mustard-
makers, lumber-sawyers, saw-makers, scale-beam-makers, scythe-makers, wood-saw-makers, and
many others. The mechanics enumerated, enjoy a measure of protection adapted to their several
conditions, varying from twenty to fifty per cent. The extent and importance of some of these artizans
may be estimated by a few particulars. The tanners, curriers, boot and shoe-makers, and other
workers in hides, skins and leather, produce an ultimate value per annum of forty millions of dollars;
the manufacturers of hats and caps produce an annual value of fifteen millions; the cabinet-makers
twelve millions; the manufacturers of bonnets and hats for the female sex, lace, artificial flowers,
combs, &c. seven millions; and the manufacturers of glass, five millions.

It extends to all lower Louisiana, the Delta of which might as well be submerged again in the Gulf of
Mexico, from which it has been a gradual conquest, as now to be deprived of the protecting duty upon
is great staple.

It effects the cotton planter himself, and the tobacco planter, both of whom enjoy protection.

The total amount of the capital vested in sheep, the land to sustain them, wool, woollen
manufacturers, and woollen fabrics, and the subsistence of the various persons directly or indirectly
employed in the growth and manufacture of the article of wool, is estimated at one hundred and sixty-
seven millions of dollars, and the number of persons at one hundred and fifty thousand.



The value of iron, considered as a raw material, and of its manufacturers, is estimated at twenty-six
millions of dollars per annum. Cotton goods, exclusive of the capital vested in the manufacture, and of
the cost of the raw material, are believed to amount annually, to about twenty millions of dollars.

These estimates have been carefully made, by practical men of undoubted character, who have
brought together and embodied their information. Anxious to avoid the charge of exaggeration, they
have sometimes placed their estimates below what was believed to be the actual amount of these
interests. With regard to the quantity of bar and other iron annually produced, it is derived from the
known works themselves; and I know some in western States which they have omitted in their
calculations. . . .

When gentlemen have succeeded in their design of an immediate or gradual destruction of the
American System, what is their substitute? Free trade? Free trade! The call for free trade is as
unavailing as the cry of a spoiled child, in its nurse's arms, for the moon, or the stars that glitter in the
firmament of heaven. It never has existed, it never will exist. Trade implies, at least two parties. To be
free, it should be fair, equal and reciprocal. But if we throw our ports wide open to the admission of
foreign productions, free of all duty, what ports of any other foreign nation shall we find open to the
free admission of our surplus produce? We may break down all barriers to free trade on our part, but
the work will not be complete until foreign powers shall have removed theirs. There would be freedom
on one side, and restrictions, prohibitions and exclusions on the other. The bolts, and the bars, and
the chains of all other nations will remain undisturbed. It is, indeed, possible, that our industry and
commerce would accommodate themselves to this unequal and unjust, state of things; for, such is the
flexibility of our nature, that it bends itself to all circumstances. The wretched prisoner incarcerated in
a jail, after a long time becomes reconciled to his solitude, and regularly notches down the passing
days of his confinement.

Gentlemen deceive themselves. It is not free trade that they are recommending to our acceptance. It
is in effect, the British colonial system that we are invited to adopt; and, if their policy prevail, it will
lead substantially to the re-colonization of these States, under the commercial dominion of Great
Britain. . . .

Gentlemen are greatly deceived as to the hold which this system has in the affections of the people of
the United States. They represent that it is the policy of New England, and that she is most benefitted
by it. If there be any part of this Union which has been most steady, most unanimous, and most
determined in its support, it is Pennsylvania. Why is not that powerful State attacked? Why pass her
over, and aim the blow at New England? New England came reluctantly into the policy. In 1824 a
majority of her delegation was opposed to it. From the largest State of New England there was but a
solitary vote in favor of the bill. That enterprising people can readily accommodate their industry to
any policy, provided it be settled. They supposed this was fixed, and they submitted to the decrees of
government. And the progress of public opinion has kept pace with the developments of the benefits
of the system. Now, all New England, at least in this house (with the exception of one small still voice)
is in favor of the system. In 1824 all Maryland was against it; now the majority is for it. Then,
Louisiana, with one exception, was opposed to it; now, without any exception, she is in favor of it. The
march of public sentiment is to the South. Virginia will be the next convert; and in less than seven
years, if there be no obstacles from political causes, or prejudices industriously instilled, the majority
of eastern Virginia will be, as the majority of western Virginia now is, in favor of the American System.
North Carolina will follow later, but not less certainly. Eastern Tennessee is now in favor of the system.
And finally, its doctrines will pervade the whole Union, and the wonder will be, that they ever should
have been opposed.

A Slave Tells of His Sale at Auction (1848)

The auctioning of slaves, the separation of mothers from their children, men from their families, was
perhaps one of the most inhumane aspects of slavery. As anti-slavery opinions continued to rise, slave
narratives became more and more popular to account for the atrocities of southern slave owners. No



one was seen as more villainous than the slave trader himself, even by slave owners. The account of
one slaveis auction is captured here in a passage from Henry Watsonis Narrative of Henry Watson, A
Fugitive Slave. Written by Himself, which was published in 1848.

SOURCE: Henry Watson, Narrative of Henry Watson, A Fugitive Slave (Boston: 1848).

...My mother was the cook at what slaves call the great house. I was allowed to remain with her at the
house. The last time I saw her, she placed me on the bed, which was in a room adjoining the kitchen,
and bid me go to sleep, saying that she would be back again in a few moments. I did so; and when I
awoke in the morning I found myself in the great house, wrapped in a blanket, before the fire. I could
not account for this change that had been made with me through the night. I asked for my mother,
but no one spoke. I went out into the kitchen, where she used to work. She was not there, and it was
evident to me, that she was gone; where, I knew not. I returned to the house, and implored my
mistress, with tears in my eyes, to tell me where my mother had gone. She refused, though a mother
herself, to give me any satisfaction whatever. Every exertion was made on my part to find her, or
hear some tidings of her; but all my efforts were unsuccessful; and from that day I have never seen
or heard from her. This cruel separation brought on a fit of sickness, from which they did not expect I
would recover. The old slave-woman who took care of me during my sickness, by way of consolation,
gave me as much information as she could about my mother's being taken away. She told me that a
slave-dealer drove to the door in a buggy, and my mother was sent for to come into the house; when,
getting inside, she was knocked down, tied, and thrown into the buggy, and carried away. As the old
woman related these things to me, I felt as if all hope was gone; that I was forsaken and alone in this
world. More forcibly did I then feel the galling chains of slavery, the cruelty and barbarism arising from
it, than I ever have since. I resolved, however, to bear with all patiently, till I became large enough to
run away, and search for my mother.

I had recovered from my sickness but a few months, when one day, looking up the road, I saw a man
riding towards the house; I ran with the rest of the children to hide ourselves until the man had gone.
When I had remained concealed some time, I ventured out again, and found Mr. Bibb, my master,
looking for me, who ordered me into the house; and when I got there, to my astonishment, I found
the man whom we had hid ourselves from, sitting in the room. After he had inspected me to his
satisfaction, I was ordered out of the room, and went to play, and had forgotten the whole affair,
when my master called me again, and ordered me to hold the stranger's horse. I did so, and in a few
minutes he came forth and ordered me to mount behind him. This, with his assistance, I did; but rode
only a short distance; when I jumped from the horse and ran for the house as fast as I could. He
succeeded, however, in overtaking me, and I was again put on the horse, this time in front of him;
and in this way was I carried to Fredericksburg. I was then placed in the possession of Mr. Janer,
better known as Parson Janer; the man that had bought me being the son of Mr. Janer, who was one
of those jolly, good-natured clergymen, who, while he feasted his numerous guests in the parlor,
starved his slaves in the kitchen. After remaining there awhile, it was determined to send me to
Richmond. The same man that brought me, came for me and ordered me to take a seat on the stage-
coach, and the next day I found myself in Richmond, and stopped at the Eagle Hotel, kept by Mr.
Holman, where I remained two or three days, and then was carried to the auction room; entering
which, I found several slaves, seated around the room waiting for the hour of sale. Some were in
tears; others were apparently cheerful. This brought to my mind my mother, and caused me to shed
many tears; but they fell unheeded. The auctioneer was busy examining the slaves before the sale
commenced. At last everything was ready, and the traffic in human flesh began. I will attempt to give
as accurate an account of the language and ceremony of a slave auction as I possibly can.
"Gentlemen, here is a likely boy; how much? He is sold for no fault; the owner wants money. His age
is forty. Three hundred dollars is all that I am offered for him. Please to examine him; he is warranted
sound. Boy, pull off your shirt roll up your pants - for we want to see if you have been whipped." If
they discover any scars, they will not buy; saying that the nigger is a bad one. The auctioneer seeing
this, cries, "Three hundred dollars, gentlemen, three hundred dollars. Shall I sell him for three
hundred dollars? I have just been informed by his master, that he is an honest boy, and belongs to
the same church that he does." This turns the tide frequently, and the bids go up fast; and he is
knocked off for a good sum. After the men and women are sold, the children are put on the stand. I



was the first put up. On my appearance, several voices cried, "How old is that little nigger?" On
hearing this expression, I again burst into tears, and wept so that I have no distinct recollection of his
answer. I was at length knocked down to a man whose name was Denton, a slave trader, then
purchasing slaves for the Southern market. His first name I have forgotten. Each one of the traders
has private jails, which are for the purpose of keeping slaves in; and they are generally kept by some
confidential slave. Denton had one of these jails, to which I was conducted by his trusty slave; and on
entering I found a great many slaves there, waiting to be sent off as soon as their numbers increased.
These jails are enclosed by a wall about 16 feet high, and the yard-room is for the slaves to exercise
in; and consists of but one room, in which all sexes and ages are huddled together in a mass. I stayed
in this jail but two days, when the number was completed, and we were called out to form a line.
Horses and wagons were in readiness to carry our provisions and tents, so that we might camp out at
night. Before we had proceeded far, Mr. Denton gave orders for us to stop, for the purpose of
handcuffing some of the men, which, he said in a loud voice, "had the devil in them." The men
belonging to this drove were all married men, and all leaving their wives and children behind; he,
judging from their tears that they were unwilling to go, had them made secure. We started again on
our journey, Mr. Denton taking the lead in his sulky; and the driver, Mr. Thornton, brought up the
rear. I will not weary my readers with the particulars of our march to Tennessee, where we stopped
several days for the purpose of arranging our clothes. While stopping, the men were hired out to pick
cotton. While in Tennessee, we lost four of our number, who died from exposure on the road. After the
lapse of three weeks, we started again on our journey, and in about four weeks arrived in Natchez,
Miss., and went to our pen, which Mr. Denton had previously hired for us, and had our irons taken off
and our clothes changed; for Mr. Denton was expecting visitors to examine the flock, as he would
sometimes term us. There was a sign-board in front of the house, which informed traders that he had
on hand, blacksmiths, carpenters, field-hands; also several sickly ones, whom he would sell very
cheap. In a short time purchasers became plenty, and our number diminished. I was not sold for
several weeks, though I wished to be the first, not wishing to witness his cruelty to his slaves any
longer; for if they displeased him in the least, he would order them to be stripped, and tied hand and
foot together. He would then have his paddle brought, which was a board about two feet in length and
one inch in thickness, having fourteen holes bored through it, about an inch in circumference. This
instrument of torture he would apply, until the slave was exhausted, on parts which the purchaser
would not be likely to examine. This mode of punishment is considered one of the most cruel ever
invented, as the flesh protrudes through these holes at every blow, and forms bunches and blisters
the size of each hole, causing much lameness and soreness to the person receiving them. This
punishment is generally inflicted in the morning, before visitors come to examine the slaves...

John C. Calhoun, Remarks before the Senate on Slavery
(1837)

Senator John C. Calhoun made the following remarks in the United States Senate on February, 6,
1837.
SOURCE: Richard K. Cralle (ed.), Works of John C. Calhoun (1856), pp. 631-632

I believe when two races come together which have different origins, colors, and physical and
intellectual characteristics, that slavery is, instead of an evil, a good, - a positive good. I must freely
upon the subject, for the honor and interests of those I represent are involved. I maintain then, that a
wealthy and civilized society has never existed in which one part of the community did not, in fact, live
on the labor of others. Broad and general as this assertion is, history supports it. It would be easy to
trace the various ways by which the wealth of all civilized communities has been divided unequally. It
would also be easy to show how a small share has been allotted to those by whose labor it was
produced and a large share given to the nonproducing classes. Innumerable methods have been used
to distribute wealth unequally. IN ancient times, brute force was used; in modern times, various
financial contrivance (schemes) are used.

I will now compare the position of the African laborer in the South with that of the European worker. I



may say with truth that in few countries has so much been left to the laborer's share, and so little
expected from him, or where more kind attention is paid to him when he is sick or old. Compare the
slaves' condition with that of the tenants of the poorhouse in the more civilized parts of Europe. I will
not dwell on this aspect of the question; rather

I will turn to the political issue. Here I fearlessly assert that the existing relationship between the two
races in the South, against which these blind fanatics (abolitionists) are waging war, forms the most
solid and durable foundation on which to build free and stable political institutions. The fact cannot be
disguised that there is and always has been, in an advanced stage of wealth and civilization; a conflict
between labor and capital. Slavery exempts Southern society from the disorders and dangers resulting
from this conflict. This explains why the political condition of the slaveholding States has been so
much more stable and quiet than that of the North.

Meeting of the Female Industrial Association (1825)

In 1825, female craft workers in the needle trades—shirt sewers, tailors, dressmakers, and so on—in
New York formed the Female Industry Association, also known as the Ladies Industrial Association.
Women had traditionally been excluded from male trade unions. Therefore, when female workers
sought to protest wage cuts in the industry, they formed their own organization. The association
lasted only 20 years, dissolving following an unsuccessful strike in 1845. Nevertheless, it provided an
example for future women's unions. The excerpt below describes one of its first meetings.

Seldom or never did the Superior Court of the City Hall contain such an array of beauty under
suffering, together with common sense and good order, as it did yesterday, on the occasion of the
meeting of the female industrial classes, in their endeavors to remedy the wrongs and oppressions
under which they labor, and, for some time past, have labored. At the hour appointed for the
adjourned meeting, four o'clock, about 700 females, generally of the most interesting age and
appearance, were assembled; and, after a trifling delay, a young lady stepped forward, and in rather a
low, diffident tone, moved that Miss Gray take the Chair, which, having been put and carried in the
usual business-like way-Miss Gray (a young woman, neatly dressed, of some 22 or 24 years of age,
fair complexion, interesting, thoughtful and intelligent cast of countenance) came forward from the
back part of the room.

She proceeded to make a few observations on the nature and objects of their movements and
intentions, and stated that, finding the class she belonged to were unable to support themselves,
honestly and respectably, by their industry, under the present prices they received for their work, had,
therefore, come to the determination of endeavoring to obtain something better, by appealing to the
public at large, and showing the amount of sufferings under which they at present labored. She then
went on to give instances of what wages they were in the habit of receiving in different branches of
the business in which she was engaged, and mentioned several employers by name who only paid
them from $.10 to $.18 per day; others, who were proficient in the business, after 12 or 14 hours
hard labor, could only get about $.25 per day; one employer offered them $.20 per day, and said that
if they did not take it, he would obtain girls from Connecticut who would work for less even than what
he offered. The only employer who had done them justice was Mr. Beck, of Fourteenth street, who
only allowed his girls to be out about two hours, when he complied with their reasonable demands. He
was a man who was worthy of the thanks of every girl present, and they wished him health, wealth,
and happiness. How was it possible that on such an income they could support themselves decently
and honestly, let alone supporting widowed mothers, and some two, three, or four helpless brothers
and sisters, which many of them had. Pieces of work for which they last year got seven shillings, this
year they could only get three shillings.

A female stepped forward . . . and enquired if the association was confined to any one branch of
business, or was it open to all who were suffering under like privations and injustice? The Chairwoman
observed that it was opened to all who were alike oppressed, and it was only by a firm cooperation



they could accomplish what they were laboring for. Another female of equally interesting appearance
(Mrs. Storms) then came forward and said that it was necessary the nature and objects of the party
should be distinctly understood, particularly by those who were immediately interested; their own
position should be fully known. If the supply of labor in the market was greater than the demand, it
followed as a matter of course that they could not control the prices; and, therefore, it would be well
for those present to look around them and see into what other channels they could turn their industry
with advantage. There were many branches of business in which men were employed that they could
as well fill. Let them memorialize the merchants in the dry goods department, for instance, and show
them this also. That there were hundreds of females in this city who were able to keep the books as
well as any man in it. There were various other branches of business in which men were employed for
which females alone were suitable and intended. Let these men go to the fields and seek their
livelihood as men ought to do, and leave the females their legitimate employment. There were the
drapers also, and a number of other branches of trade in which females could be as well if not better
and more properly employed. By these means, some thousands would be afforded employment in
branches much more valuable to themselves and the community generally. She then proceeded to
recommend those present to be moderate in their demands, and not to ask for more than the
circumstances of trade would warrant, for if they acted otherwise, it would tend to their more ultimate
ruin. Under present circumstances, a very few years broke down their constitutions, and they had no
other resource but the alms-house, and what could bring this about sooner than the bread and water
diet and rough shelter, which many of them at present were obliged to put up with.

The proceedings of the previous meeting were then read and approved of. A humber of delegates from
the following trades entered their names to act as a Committee to regulate future proceedings:
tailoresses, plain and coarse sewing, shirt makers, book-folders and stitchers, cap makers, straw
workers, dress makers, crimpers, fringe and lace makers, &c.

The following preamble and resolutions were agreed to: Whereas, the young women attached to the
different trades in the city of New York, having toiled a long time for a remuneration totally
inadequate for the maintenance of life, and feeling the truth of the Gospel assertion, that "the laborer
is worthy of his hire," have determined to take upon themselves the task of asserting their rights
against unjust and mercenary employers. It must be remembered by those to whom we address
ourselves, that our object is not extortion; our desire, not to reap advantages which will be denied to
our employers. The boon we ask is founded upon right, alone! The high prices demanded by
tradesmen for their goods renders them amply able to advance wages to a standard, which, while it
obviates the present cause of complaint, will render laborers only the more cheerful at their work, and
still more earnest and willing to serve their employers. The scarcity of employment, and the low rates
of pay which have so long prevailed, have, undoubtedly driven many virtuous females to courses
which might, otherwise, have been avoided. Many of the female operatives of this city have families
dependent upon their exertions; aged fathers and mothers-young brothers-helpless sisters, who, but
for their exertions, must inevitably starve, or betake themselves to that scarcely less horrible
alternative-the poor house! Such a picture is enough to bestir the most inert to active exertion; the
love of life is a passion inherent in us all, and we feel persuaded that we need no better excuse for the
movement to which the glaring injustice of our employers has driven us!

Opening of the Erie Canal, from the Albany Daily Advertiser,
1819

The Erie Canal was not completed until 1825, but the middle section, which ran from Utica to Rome,
was completed in 1819. That opening is recounted in the excerpt below. The impact of the canal was
immense. When completed, it traversed New York State and linked New York Harbor to the Great
Lakes. It provided commercial transportation, encouraged westward expansion, and was the
engineering marvel of its age. Cities and towns along its banks prospered, and New York City became
the nation's shipping center.



The last two days have presented in this village, a scene of the liveliest interest; and I consider it
among the privileges of my life to have been present to witness it. On Friday afternoon I walked to the
head of the grand canal, the eastern extremity of which reaches within a very short distance of the
village, and from one of the slight and airy bridges which crossed it, I had a sight that could not but
exhilirate and elevate the mind. The waters were rushing in from the westward, and coming down
their untried channel towards the sea. Their course, owing to the absorption of the new banks of the
canal, and the distance they had to run from where the stream entered it, was much slower than I
had anticipated; they continued gradually to steal along from bridge to bridge, and at first only
spreading over the bed of the canal, imperceptibly rose and washed its sides with a gentle wave. It
was dark before they reached the eastern extremity; but at sunrise next morning, they were on a
level, two feet and a half deep throughout the whole distance of thirteen miles. The interest
manifested by the whole country, as this new internal river rolled its first waves through the state,
cannot be described. You might see the people running across the fields, climbing on trees and fences,
and crowding the bank of the canal to gaze upon the welcome sight. A boat had been prepared at
Rome, and as the waters came down the canal, you might mark their progress by that of this new
Argo, which floated triumphantly along the Hellespont of the west, accompanied by the shouts of the
peasantry, and having on her deck a military band. At nine the next morning, the bells began a merry
peal, and the commissioners in carriages, proceeded from Bagg's hotel, to the place of embarkation.

The governor, accompanied by Gen. Van Rensselaer, Rev. Mr. Stansbury, of Albany, Rev. Dr.
Blatchford, of Lansingburgh, Judge Miller, of Utica, Mr. Holly, Mr. Seymour, Judge Wright, Col.
Lansing, Mr. Childs, Mr. Clark, Mr. Bunner, and a large company of their friends, embarked, at a
quarter past nine, and were received with the roll of the drum, and the shouts of a large multitude of
spectators. The boat, which received them, is built for passengers;-is sixty-one feet in length, and
seven and an half feet in width;-having two rising cabins, of fourteen feet each, with a flat deck
between them. In forty minutes the company reached Whitesborough, a distance of two miles and
three quarters; the boat being drawn by a single horse, which walked on the towing path, attached to
a tow rope, of about sixty feet long. The horse travelled, apparently, with the utmost ease. The boat,
though literally loaded with passengers, drew but fourteen inches water. A military band played
patriotic airs. From bridge to bridge, from village to village, the procession was saluted with cannon,
and every bell whose sound could reach the canal, swung, as with instinctive life, as it passed by. At
Whitesborough, a number of ladies embarked, and heightened, by their smiles, a scene which wanted
but this to make it complete.

Preamble of the Mechanics Union of Trade Associations
(1827)

Labor unions began very early in U.S. history. The earliest unions were trade unions, defined as
groups of skilled workers who practiced the same craft, such as tailors, printers, and shoemakers.
Trade unions generally organized only to address a specific problem. However, in 1827—a date many
historians identify as the birth of the U.S. labor movement—several Philadelphia trade unions banded
together to form the Mechanics Union of Trade Associations, the first labor organization that united
workers from different crafts. Although the formation of the union did not spur a major movement
toward labor organization, many of the ideas put forth in the excerpt from the union's preamble would
resonate in subsequent labor movements.

When the disposition and efforts of one part of mankind to oppress another, have become too
manifest to be mistaken and too pernicious in their consequences to be endured, it has often been



found necessary for those who feel aggrieved, to associate, for the purpose of affording to each other
mutual protection from oppression.

We, the Journeymen Mechanics of the City and County of Philadelphia, conscious that our condition in
society is lower than justice demands it should be, and feeling our inability, individually, to ward off
from ourselves and families those numerous evils which result from an unequal and very excessive
accumulation of wealth and power into the hands of a few, are desirous of forming an Association,
which shall avert as much as possible those evils with which poverty and incessant toil have already
inflicted, and which threaten ultimately to overwhelm and destroy us. And in order that our views may
be properly understood, and the justness of our intention duly appreciated, we offer to the public the
following summary of our reasons, principles and objects. . . .

As freemen and republicans, we feel it a duty incumbent on us to make known our sentiments
fearlessly and faithfully on any subject connected with the general welfare, and we are prepared to
maintain, that all who toil have a natural and unalienable right to reap the fruits of their own industry;
and that they who by labour (the only source) are the authors of every comfort, convenience and
luxury, are in justice entitled to an equal participation, not only in the meanest and the coarsest, but
likewise the richest and the choicest of them all. . . .

No greater error exists in the world than the notion that society will be benefited by deprecating the
value of human labour. Let this principle (as at this day in England) be carried towards its full extent,
and it is in vain that scientific power shall pour forth its inexhaustible treasures of wealth upon the
world. Its products will all be amassed to glut the overflowing storehouses, and useless hoards of its
insatiable monopolizers; while the mechanic and productive classes, who constitute the great mass of
the population, and who have wielded the power and laboured in the production of this immense
abundance, having no other resource for subsistence than what they derive from the miserable
pittance, which they are compelled by competition to receive in exchange for their inestimable labour,
must first begin to pine, languish, and suffer under its destructive and withering influence. But the evil
stops not here. The middling classes next, venders of the products of human industry, will begin to
experience its deleterious effects. The demand for their articles must necessarily cease from the
forced inability of the people to consume: trade must in consequence languish, and losses and failures
become the order of the day. At last the contagion will reach the capitalist, throned as he is, in the
midst of his ill gotten abundance, and his capital, from the most evident and certain causes, will
become useless, unemployed and stagnant, himself the trembling victim of continual alarms from
robberies, burnings, and murder, the unhappy and perhaps ill fated object of innumerable
imprecations, insults and implacable hatred from the wronged, impoverished, and despairing
multitude. The experience of the most commercial parts of the world sufficiently demonstrates that
this is the natural, inevitable, and, shall we not say, righteous consequences of a principle, whose
origin is injustice and an unrighteous depreciation of the value and abstraction of the products of
human labour—a principle which in its ultimate effects, must be productive of universal ruin and
misery, and destroy alike the happiness of every class and individual in society.

The real object, therefore, of this association, is to avert, if possible, the desolating evils which must
inevitably arise from a depreciation of the intrinsic value of human labour; to raise the mechanical and
productive classes to that condition of true independence and inequality [sic] which their practical skill
and ingenuity, their immense ability to the nation and their growing intelligence are beginning
imperiously to demand: to promote, equally, the happiness, prosperity and welfare of the whole
community—to aid in conferring a due and full proportion of that invaluable promoter of happiness,
leisure, upon all its useful members; and to assist, in conjunction with such other institutions of this
nature as shall hereafter be formed throughout the union, in establishing a just balance of power, both
mental, moral, political and scientific, between all the various classes and individuals which constitute
society at large.

Regulations for Factory Workers, Lowell, Massachusetts



The Hamilton Manufacturing Company was one of the many textile manufacturers that
prospered in the city of Lowell, Massachusetts, in the early nineteenth century. These
regulations constituted the contractual conditions under which employees worked for the
company. Failure to work according to the rules could result in a worker being blacklisted and
prevented from finding further employment in the area.

SOURCE: John R. Commons, ed., A Documentary History of American Industrial
Society(Glendale: Arthur H. Clark Company, 1910).

Regulations to be observed by all persons employed in the factories of the Hamilton
Manufacturing Company. The overseers are to be always in their rooms at the starting of the
mill, and not absent unnecessarily during working hours. They are to see that all those
employed in their rooms, are in their places in due season, and keep a correct account of their
time and work. They may grant leave of absence to those employed under them, when they have
spare hands to supply their places, and not otherwise, except in cases of absolute necessity.

All persons in the employ of the Hamilton Manufacturing Company, are to observe the
regulations of the room where they are employed. They are not to be absent from their
work without the consent of the overseer, except in cases of sickness, and then they are
to send him word of the cause of their absence. They are to board in one of the houses of
the company and give information at the counting room, where they board, when they
begin, or, whenever they change their boarding place; and are to observe the regulations
of their boarding-house.

Those intending to leave the employment of the company, are to give at least two
weeks’ notice thereof to their overseer.

All persons entering into the employment of the company, are considered as engaged for
twelve months and those who leave sooner, or do not comply with all these regulations,
will not be entitled to a regular discharge.

The company will not employ any one who is habitually absent from public worship on
the Sabbath, or known to be guilty of immorality.

A physician will attend once in every month at the counting-room, to vaccinate all who
may need it, free of expense.

Any one who shall take from the mills or the yard, any yarn, cloth or other article
belonging to the company, will be considered guilty of stealing and be liable to
prosecution.

Payment will be made monthly, including board and wages. The accounts will be made
up to the last Saturday but one in every month, and paid in the course of the following
week.

These regulations are considered part of the contract, with which all persons entering
into the employment of the Hamilton Manufacturing Company, engage to comply.
JOHN AVERY, Agent.

1. How do these regulations compare with work rules in modern America?



2. A number of the rules involve the moral character of the workers. What gave
employers the right to impose these requirements on their employees?

When Historians Disagree

What Launched the Market Revolution in the
United States?

The years after the close of the War of 1812-1815 saw a deep transformation in many
aspects of the United States, perhaps most of all in the economy of the nation. What had at
the time of the American Revolution been a nation of farmers became a manufacturing
powerhouse of worldwide influence between 1815 and the 1840s. New industries sprang up.
Cities based on manufacturing and commerce grew exponentially. American ships traveled
the world bring American goods to distant ports and returning with products heretofore
unknown in the United States. That this transformation in the era sometimes known as the
“Age of Jackson” created a Market Revolution in the United States is not debated. What
developments were most important in leading to the Market Revolution is a subject of great
debate.

Charles Sellers, The Market Revolution:
Jacksonian America, 1815-1846. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1991, pp.
19-20.

Fittingly the first news of peace reached
the New World shore in the heart of the
American market. On the frigid evening of
February 11, 1815, “tumultuous joy”
swept from the East River docks through
the hundred thousand souls inhabiting
New York City. Within twenty minutes
streets blazed with the torches of densely
packed revelers, and candles glittered
from every window. “Men of property,” as
their favorite newspaper exulted, and
special cause to “fecilitate themselves.”
The war had retarded “our growth” ten
years, said the Evening Post, “and no
place in the U. States will more experience
the revived blessings of a peace.” ...

Economic takeoff spread from the major
ports as merchant capital and
government-fostered transport pushed an
accelerating division of labor across the
interior. Hinterlands specialized to

Gene Dattel, Cotton and Race in the
Making of America: The Human Costs of
Economic Power. Chicago: Ivan R. Dee,
2009, pp. x-xi.

Cotton stimulated economic growth in
antebellum [pre-Civil War] America more
decisively than any other single industry
or crop. From 1803 to 1937 it was
America’s leading export, a reign that will
likely never be surpassed. On the eve of
the American Civil War, cotton comprised
fully 60 percent of all American exports.
These stunning statistics were wrought
primarily from the hands of slaves and
later of free blacks—generations of men,
women, and children who ‘chopped” the
weeds that surrounded the young stalks,
guided the mules through the endless
rows of cotton and stooped to pick the
ever-valued crop for market.

Cotton was also the foundation of the
Industrial Revolution and thus transformed
the economic world. Its significance was
not lost upon the twenty two-year-old
political economist Karl Marx, who wrote in



comparative advantage in producing
agricultural and extractive commodities for
Boston, New York, Philadelphia, and
Baltimore. In exchange, urban
manufacturers multiplied production for
the countryside by subdividing tasks and
exploiting labor more totally through
wages and closely supervised central
workshops. As surging trade set of surging
productivity, capital began shifting from
commerce to more profitable wage
exploitation.

By the 1830s and 1840s, trade and
specialization among the four
port/hinterland regions were creating an
integrated sectional market embracing the
Northeast as a whole. Meanwhile
commercial agriculture spread over the
West and South; and during the second
half of the nineteenth century, the
Northeast market reached out to
incorporate these sections into an
integrated national market. By
midcentury, capital and technology were
converting enough central workshops into
mechanized factories to convert the
market revolution into a staggeringly
productive industrial revolution.

1846 that “without cotton you have no
modern industry.” For Marx, the
relationship between cotton and slavery
was similarly unambiguous: “Without
slavery, you have no cotton.” Cotton
brought wealth, power, and prosperity to
both America and Europe. Affordable
textile garments woven from American
cotton improved the quality of life for
people throughout the world. But this
material progress came with a human
cost, for cotton production played the
leading role in a tragedy of epic racial
proportions. ...

Cotton offered potential wealth; black
slavery solved the labor problem. In the
first half of the nineteenth century, cotton
was primarily responsible for the
enslavement of four million African
Americans. Slave-produced cotton
connected the country’s regions, provided
the export surplus the young nation
desperately needed to gain its financial
“sea legs,” brought commercial
ascendancy to New York City, was the
driving force for territorial expansion in
the Old Southwest, and fostered trade
between Europe and the United States. No
other American commodity achieved such
regal status. The moral justification and
political and legal defense of slavery
followed in the wake of cotton’s march
across America.



Democracy in the Age of Jackson, 1828-1844
A Choctaw Chief Bids Farewell, 1832

The Choctaw lived in central and southern Mississippi at the time of first European contact.
Enemies of their more warlike neighbors, the Chickasaws, the Choctaw relied on slash and
burn agriculture for their sustenance. As more and more Indians were removed from land
desired by white settlers, the Choctaw were no exception. Having ceded the last of their lands to
the American government by 1830, they, like the Cherokee, were moved to the Indian Territory
in what is now Oklahoma. George W. Harkins, a chief of the Choctaws, wrote this “Farewell
Letter to the American People,” in 1832.

SOURCE: The American Indian, December, 1926.

To the American People.

It is with considerable diffidence that I attempt to address the American people, knowing
and feeling sensibly my incompetency; and believing that your highly and well
improved minds could not be well entertained by the address of a Choctaw. But having
determined to emigrate west of the Mississippi river this fall, | have thought proper in
bidding you farewell, to make a few remarks of my views and the feelings that actuate
me on the subject of our removal.

Believing that our all is at stake and knowing that you readily sympathize with the
distressed of every country, I confidently throw myself on your indulgence and ask you
to listen patiently. | do not arrogate to myself the prerogative of deciding upon the
expediency of the late treaty, yet | feel bound as a Choctaw, to give a distinct expression
of my feelings on that interesting (and to the Choctaws) all important subject.

We were hedged in by two evils, and we chose that which we thought least. Yet we
could not recognize the right that the state of Mississippi had assumed to legislate for us.
Although the legislature of the state were qualified to make laws for their own citizens,
that did not qualify them to become law makers to a people who were so dissimilar in
manners and customs as the Choctaws are to the Mississippians. Admitting that they
understood the people, could they remove that mountain of prejudice that has ever
obstructed the streams of justice, and prevented their salutary influence from reaching
my devoted countrymen? We as Choctaws rather chose to suffer and be free, than live
under the degrading influence of laws, where our voice could not be heard in their
formation.

Much as the state of Mississippi has wronged us, | cannot find in my heart any other
sentiment than an ardent wish for her prosperity and happiness.

I could cheerfully hope that those of another age and generation may not feel the effects
of those oppressive measures that have been so illiberally dealt out to us; and that peace
and happiness may be their reward. Amid the gloom and honors of the present
separation, we are cheered with a hope that ere long we shall reach our destined home,
and that nothing short of the basest acts of treachery will ever be able to wrest it from us,



and that we may live free. Although your ancestors won freedom on the fields of danger
and glory, our ancestors owned it as their birthright, and we have had to purchase it from
you as the vilest slaves buy their freedom.

Yet it is said that our present movements are our own voluntary acts—such is not the
case. We found ourselves like a benighted stranger, following false guides, until he was
surrounded on every side, with fire or water. The fire was certain destruction, and feeble
hope was left him of escaping by water. A distant view of the opposite shore encourages
the hope; to remain would be utter annihilation. Who would hesitate, or would say that
his plunging into the water was his own voluntary act? Painful in the extreme is the
mandate of our expulsion. We regret that it should proceed from the mouth of our
professed friend, and for whom our blood was commingled with that of his bravest
warriors, on the field of danger and death.

But such is the instability of professions. The man who said that he would plant a stake
and draw a line around us, that never should be passed, was the first to say he could not
guard the lines, and drew up the stake and wiped out all traces of the line. I will not
conceal from you my fears, that the present grounds may be removed—I have my
foreboding—who of us can tell after witnessing what has already been done, what the
next force may be.

I ask you in the name of justice, for repose for myself and my injured people. Let us
alone—we will not harm you, we want rest. We hope, in the name of justice, that
another outrage may never be committed against us, and that we may for the future be
cared for as children, and not driven about as beasts, which are benefitted by a change of
pasture.

Taking an example from the American government, and knowing the happiness which
its citizens enjoy, under the influence of mild republican institutions, it is the intention of
our countrymen to form a government assimilated to that of our white breathern in the
United States, as nearly as their condition will permit.

We know that in order to protect the rights and secure the liberties of the people, no
government approximates so nearly to perfection as the one to which we have alluded.
As east of the Mississippi we have been friends, so west we will cherish the same
feelings, with additional fervor; and although we may be removed to the desert, still we
shall look with fine regard, upon those who have promised us their protection. Let that
feeling be reciprocated.

Friends, my attachment to my native land is strong—that cord is now broken; and we
must go forth as wanderers in a strange land! I must go—Iet me entreat you to regard us
with feelings of kindness, and when the hand of oppression is stretched against us, let
me hope that every part of the United States, filling the mountains and valleys, will echo
and say stop, you have no power, we are the sovereign people, and our friends shall no
more be disturbed. We ask you for nothing that is incompatible with your other duties.
We go forth sorrowful, knowing that wrong has been done. Will you extend to us your
sympathizing regards until all traces of disagreeable oppositions are obliterated, and we
again shall have confidence in the professions of our white brethern.

Here is the land of our progenitors, and here are their bones; they left them as a sacred
deposit, and we have been compelled to venerate its trust; it is dear to us yet we cannot
stay, my people are dear to me, with them | must go. Could I stay and forget them and
leave them to struggle alone, unaided, unfriended, and forgotten by our great father? |



should then be unworthy the name of a Choctaw, and be a disgrace to my blood. I must

go with them; my destiny is cast among the Choctaw people. If they suffer, so will I; if
they prosper, then I will rejoice. Let me again ask you to regard us with feelings of
Kindness.

1. What do you think about Harkins’s assertion that America “readily

sympathize[s] with the distressed of every country”? How did this relate to the

fate of the Choctaws?

What is the overall tone of Harkins’s letter? What does this imply?

3. Andrew Jackson and the other supporters of Indian removal consistently
maintained that removal was voluntary, but Hawkins clearly challenges this
assertion. What does he say about the ‘“voluntary” nature of removal?

N

Andrew Jackson's Nullification Proclamation of 1832

In 1832 Congress modified the tariff of 1828 by retaining high duties on some goods but lowering
other rates to an earlier level. A South Carolina convention later that year adopted an Ordinance of
Nullification, voiding the tariffs of 1828 and 1832 in the state. The legislature funded a volunteer army
and threatened secession if the federal government tried to force the state to comply. President
Jackson responded forcefully. To the "ambitious malcontents" in South Carolina, he proclaimed
emphatically that "the laws of the United States must be executed. . . . The Union will be preserved
and treason and rebellion promptly put down." Jackson's proclamation stimulated an outburst of
patriotism all over the country, isolating South Carolina.

A Whereas a convention, assembled in the State of South Carolina, have passed an ordinance, by
which they declare that the several acts and parts of acts of the Congress of the United States,
purporting to be laws for the imposing of duties and imposts on the importation of foreign
commodities, and now having actual operation and effect within the United States, and more
especially "two acts for the same purposes, passed on the 29th of May, 1828, and on the 14th of July,
1832, are unauthorized by the Constitution of the United States, and violate the true meaning and
intent thereof, and are null and void, and no law," nor binding on the citizens of that State or its
officers, and by the said ordinance it is further declared to he unlawful for any of the constituted
authorities of the State, or of the United States, to enforce the payment of the duties imposed by the
said acts within the same State, and that it is the duty of the legislature to pass such laws as may be
necessary to give full effect to the said ordinances:

And whereas, by the said ordinance it is further ordained, that, in no case of law or equity, decided in
the courts of said State, wherein shall be drawn in question the validity of the said ordinance, or of the
acts of the legislature that may be passed to give it effect, or of the said laws of the United States, no
appeal shall be allowed to the Supreme Court of the United States, nor shall any copy of the record be
permitted or allowed for that purpose; and that any person attempting to take such appeal, shall be
punished as for a contempt of court:

And, finally, the said ordinance declares that the people of South Carolina will maintain the said
ordinance at every hazard, and that they will consider the passage of any act by Congress abolishing
or closing the ports of the said State, or otherwise obstructing the free ingress or egress of vessels to
and from the said ports, or any other act of the Federal Government to coerce the State, shut up her
ports, destroy or harass her commerce, or to enforce the said acts otherwise than through the civil
tribunals of the country, as inconsistent with the longer continuance of South Carolina in the Union;



and that the people of the said State will thenceforth hold themselves absolved from all further
obligation to maintain or preserve their political connection with the people of the other States, and
will forthwith proceed to organize a separate government, and do all other acts and things which
sovereign and independent States may of right do.

And whereas the said ordinance prescribes to the people of South Carolina a course of conduct in
direct violation of their duty as citizens of the United States, contrary to the laws of their country,
subversive of its Constitution, and having for its object the instruction of the Union-that Union, which,
coeval with our political existence, led our fathers, without any other ties to unite them than those of
patriotism and common cause, through the sanguinary struggle to a glorious independence-that
sacred Union, hitherto inviolate, which, perfected by our happy Constitution, has brought us, by the
favor of Heaven, to a state of prosperity at home, and high consideration abroad, rarely, if ever,
equaled in the history of nations; to preserve this bond of our political existence from destruction, to
maintain inviolate this state of national honor and prosperity, and to justify the confidence my fellow-
citizens have reposed in me, I, Andrew Jackson, President of the United States, have thought proper
to issue this my PROCLAMATION, stating my views of the Constitution and laws applicable to the
measures adopted by the Convention of South Carolina, and to the reasons they have put forth to
sustain them, declaring the course which duty will require me to pursue, and, appealing to the
understanding and patriotism of the people, warn them of the consequences that must inevitably
result from an observance of the dictates of the Convention.

Charles G. Finney, "What a Revival of Religion Is" (1835)

Charles G. Finney (1792-1875) was perhaps the most successful revivalist of the Second Great
Awakening. The awakening began on the frontier of Kentucky in 1801. Finney, working in the North,
gained his fame during a series of revivals in Rochester, New York. The revival movement sought
individual moral reformation to awaken the individual to his or her sinful nature and moral depravity.
Once the spirit was "awakened," the next step was to commit one’'s life to a new moral focus through
the church. The conversion process was fueled by dramatic preaching, emotional testimonials,
speaking in tongues, and even dancing. Many people, both traditional ministers and lay people,
questioned how much the emotional response should be emphasized. Their concern was that true
conversion and commitment needed an intellectual side. Though Finney was considered very effective,
many ministers believed that he emphasized emotion too much.

It is altogether improbable that religion will ever make progress among heathen nations except
through the influence of revivals. The attempt is now making to do it by education, and other cautious
and gradual improvements. But so long as the laws of mind remain what they are, it cannot be done
in this way. There must be excitement sufficient to wake up the dormant moral powers, and roll back
the tide of degradation and sin. And precisely so far as our own land approximately to heathenism, it
is impossible for God or man to promote religion is such a state of things but by powerful
excitements.-This is evident from the fact that this has always been the way in which God has done it.
God does not create these excitements, and choose this method to promote religion for nothing, or
without reason. Where mankind are so reluctant to obey God, they will not obey until they are excited.
For instance, how many there are who know that they ought to be religious, but they are afraid if they
become pious they will be laughed at by their companions. Many are wedded to idols, others are
procrastinating repentance, until they are settled in life, or until they have secured some favorite
worldly interest. Such persons never will give up their false shame, or relinquish their ambitious
schemes, till they are so excited that they cannot contain themselves any longer. . .

It is presupposed that the church is sunk down in a backslidden state, and a revival consists in the
return of the church from her backsliding, and in the conversion of sinners.



1. A revival always includes conviction of sin on the part of the church. Backslidden professors cannot
wake up and begin right away in the service of God, without deep searching of heart. The fountains of
sin need to be broken up. In a true revival, Christians are always brought under such convictions;
they see their sins in such a light, that often they find it impossible to maintain a hope of their
acceptance with God. It does not always go to that extent; but there are always, in a genuine revival,
deep convictions of sin, and often cases of abandoning all hope.

2. Backslidden Christians will be brought to repentance. A revival is nothing else than a new beginning
of obedience to God. Just as the case of a converted sinner, the first step is a deep repentance, a
breaking down of heart, a getting down into the dust before God, with deep humility, and forsaking of
sin.

3. Christians will have their fair renewed. While they are in their backslidden state they are blind to
the state of sinners. Their hearts are as hard as marble. The truths of the Bible only appear like a
dream. They admit it to be all true; their conscience and their judgment assent to it; but their faith
does not see it standing out in bold relief, in all the burning realities of eternity. But when they enter
into a revival, they no longer see men as trees walking, but they see things in that strong light which
will renew the love of God in their hearts. This will lead them to labor zealously to bring others to him.
They will feel grieved that others do not love God, when they love him so much. And they will set
themselves feelingly to persuade their neighbors to give him their heart. So their love to men will be
renewed. They will be filled with a tender and burning love for souls. They will have a longing desire
for the salvation of the whole world. They will be in agony for individuals whom they want to have
saves; their friends, relations, enemies. They will not only be urging them to give their hearts to God,
but they will carry them to God in the arms of faith, and with strong crying and tears beseech God to
have mercy on them, and save their souls from endless burning.

4. A revival breaks the power of the world and sin over Christians. It bring them to such vantage
ground that they get a fresh I pulse towards heaven. They have a new foretaste of heaven, and new
desires after union to God; and the charm of the world is broken, and the power of sin overcome.

5. When the churches are thus awakened and reformed, the reformation and salvation of sinners will
follow, going through the same stages of conviction, repentance, and reformation. Their hearts will be
broken down and changed. Very often the most abandoned profligates are among the subjects.
Harlots, and drunkards, infidels, and all sorts of abandoned characters, are awakened and converted.
The worst part of human society are softened, and reclaimed, and made to appear as lovely
specimens of the beauty of holiness. . ..

You see the error of those who are beginning to think that religion can be better promoted in the
world without revivals, and who are disposed to give up all efforts to produce religious excitements.
Because there are evils arising in some instances out of great excitements on the subject of religion,
they are of opinion that it is best to dispense with them altogether. This cannot, and must not be.
True, there is danger of abuses. In cases of great religious as well as all other excitements, more for
less incidental evils may be expected of course. . . . So in revivals of religion, it is found by
experience, that in the present state of the world, religion cannot be promoted to any considerable
extent without them.

Horace Mann, Report of the Massachusetts Board of
Education

Horace Mann was a typical reformer who was atypically successful in institutionalizing his idealism.
Under his direction, the state of Massachusetts standardized the operation of schools designed to
produce the employees of the future: literate but also obedient, industrious, and punctual. Mann
believed the "common school"” would support and further the basic ideals of the republic.



Without undervaluing any other human agency, it may be safely affirmed that the common school,
improved and energized as it can easily be, may become the most effective and benignant of all the
forces of civilization. Two reasons sustain this position. In the first place, there is an universality in its
operation, which can be affirmed of no other institution whatever. If administered in the spirit of
justice and conciliation, all the rising generation may be brought within the circle of its reformatory
and elevating influences. And, in the second place, the materials upon which it operates are so pliant
and ductile as to be susceptible of assuming a greater variety of forms than any other earthly work of
the Creator. . . .

According to the European theory, men are divided into classes-some to toil and earn, others to seize
and enjoy. According to the Massachusetts theory, all are to have an equal chance for earning, and
equal security in the enjoyment of what they earn. A republican form of government, without
intelligence in the people, must be, on a vast scale, what a mad-house without superintendent or
keepers would be on a small one. . . . However elevated the moral character of a constituency may
be, however, well-informed in matters of general science or history, yet they must, if citizens of a
republic, understand something of the true nature and functions of the government under which they
live. . ..

The establishment of a republican government, without well-appointed and efficient means for the
universal education of the people, is the most rash and foolhardy experiment ever tried by man. . . . It
may be an easy thing to make a republic, but it a very laborious thing to make republicans; and woe
to the republic that rests upon no better foundations than ignorance, selfishness, and passion! . . .

Such, then, . . . is the Massachusetts system of common schools. Reverently it recognizes and affirms
the sovereign rights of the Creator, sedulously and sacredly it guards the religious rights of the
creature. . . . In a social and political sense, it is a free school system. It knows no distinction of rich

and poor, of bond and free, or between those, who, in the imperfect light of this world, are seeking,
through different avenues, to reach the gate of heaven. Without money and without price, it throws
open its doors, and spreads the table of its bounty, for all the children of the State. Like the sun, it
shines not only upon the good, but upon the evil, that they may become good; and, like the rain, its
blessings descend not only upon the just, but upon the unjust, that their injustice may depart from
them, and be know no more.

Lyman Beecher, "Six Sermons on Intemperance"” (1828)

Lyman Beecher stands with Finney as one of the most prominent proponents of religious awakening. A
Congregational minister, Beecher addressed a variety of reform issues, including temperance. In these
excerpts from a volume of lectures on intemperance, Beecher excoriated the consumption of alcohol
as a threat not only to the moral but also to the economic and political fiber of the United States.

But of all the ways to hell, which the feet of deluded mortals tread, that of the intemperate is the most
dreary and terrific. The demand for artificial stimulus to supply the deficiencies of healthful aliment, is
like the rage of thirst, and the ravenous demand of famine. It is famine: for the artificial excitement
has become as essential now to strength and cheerfulness, as simple nutrition once was. But nature,
taught by habit to require what once she did not need, demands gratification now with a decision
inexorable as death, and to most men as irresistible. The denial is a living death. The stomach, the
head, the heart, and arteries, and veins, and every muscle, and every nerve, feel the exhaustion, and



the restless, unutterable wretchedness which puts out the light of life, and curtains the heavens, and
carpets the earth with sackcloth. All these varieties of sinking nature, call upon the wretched man with
trumpet tongue, to dispel this darkness, and raise the ebbing tide of life, by the application of the
cause which produced these woes, and after a momentary alleviation will produce them again with
deeper terrors, and more urgent importunity; for the repetition, at each time renders the darkness
deeper, and the torments of self-denial more irresistible and intolerable.

At length, the excitability of nature flags, and stimulants of higher power, and in greater quantities,
are required to rouse the impaired energies of life, until at length the whole process of dilatory
murder, and worse than purgatorial suffering, having been passed over, the silver cord is loosed, the
golden bowl is broken, the wheel at the cistern stops, and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and
the spirit to God who gave it.

These sufferings, however, of animal nature, are not to be compared with the moral agonies which
convulse the soul. It is an immortal being who sins, and suffers; and as his earthly house dissolves, he
is approaching the judgment seat, in anticipation of a miserable eternity. He feels his captivity, and in
anguish of spirit clanks his chains and cries for help. Conscience thunders, remorse goads, and as the
gulf opens before him, he recoils, and trembles, and weeps, and prays, and resolves, and promises,
and reforms, and "seeks it yet again,"-again resolves, and weeps, and prays, and "seeks it yet again!"
Wretched man, he has placed himself in the hands of a giant, who never pities, and never relaxes his
iron gripe. He may struggle, but he is in chains. He may cry for release, but it comes not; and lost!
lost! may be inscribed upon the door posts of his dwelling.

In the mean time these paroxsyms of his dying moral nature decline, and a fearful apathy, the
harbinger of spiritual death, comes on. His resolution fails, and his mental energy, and his vigorous
enterprise; and nervous irritation and depression ensue. The social affections lose their fulness and
tenderness, and conscience loses its power, and the heart its sensibility, until all that was once lovely
and of good report, retires and leaves the wretch abandoned to the appetites of a ruined animal. In
this deplorable condition, reputation expires, business falters and becomes perplexed, and temptations
to drink multiply as inclination to do so increases, and the power of resistance declines. And now the
vortex roars, and the struggling victim buffets the fiery wave with feebler stroke, and warning
supplication, until despair flashes upon his soul, and with an outcry that pierces the heavens, he
ceases to strive, and disappears. . . .

Upon national industry the effects of intemperance are manifest and mischievous.

The results of national industry depend on the amount of well-directed intellectual and physical power.
But intemperance paralyses and prevents both these springs of human action.

In the inventory of national loss by intemperance, may be set down-the labor prevented by indolence,
by debility, by sickness, by quarrels and litigation, by gambling and idleness, by mistakes and
misdirected effort, by improvidence and wastefulness, and by the shortened date of human life and
activity. Little wastes in great establishments constantly occurring may defeat the energies of a
mighty capital. But where the intellectual and muscular energies are raised to the working point daily
by ardent spirits, until the agriculture, and commerce, and arts of a nation move on by the power of
artificial stimulus, that moral power cannot be maintained, which will guaranty fidelity, and that
physical power cannot be preserved and well directed, which will ensure national prosperity. The
nation whose immense enterprise is thrust forward by the stimulus of ardent spirits, cannot ultimately
escape debility and bankruptcy. . . .

The prospect of a destitute old age, or of a suffering family, no longer troubles the vicious portion of
our community. They drink up their daily earnings, and bless God for the poor-house, and begin to
look upon it as, of right, the drunkard's home, and contrive to arrive thither as early as idleness and
excess will give them a passport to this sinecure of vice. Thus is the insatiable destroyer of industry
marching through the land, rearing poor-houses, and augmenting taxation: night and day, with
sleepless activity, squandering property, cutting the sinews of industry, undermining vigor,
engendering disease, paralysing intellect, impairing moral principle, cutting short the date of life, and



rolling up a national debt, invisible, but real and terrific as the debt of England: continually
transferring larger and larger bodies of men, from the class of contributors to the national income, to
the class of worthless consumers. . . .

The effects of intemperance upon civil liberty may not be lightly passed over.

It is admitted that intelligence and virtue are the pillars of republican institutions, and that the
illumination of schools, and the moral power of religious institutions, are indispensable to produce this
intelligence and virtue.

But who are found so uniformly in the ranks of irreligion as the intemperate? Who like these violate
the Sabbath, and set their mouth against the heavens-neglecting the education of their families-and
corrupting their morals? Almost the entire amount of national ignorance and crime is the offspring of
intemperance. Throughout the land, the intemperate are hewing down the pillars, and undermining
the foundations of our national edifice. Legions have besieged it, and upon every gate the battle-axe
rings; and still the sentinels sleep.

Should the evil advance as it has done, the day is not far distant when the great body of the laboring
classes of the community, the bones and sinews of the nation, will be contaminated; and when this is
accomplished, the right of suffrage becomes the engine of self-destruction. For the laboring classes
constitute an immense majority, and when these are perverted by intemperance, ambition needs no
better implements with which to dig the grave of our liberties, and entomb our glory.

Such is the influence of interest, ambition, fear, and indolence, that one violent partisan, with a
handful of disciplined troops, may overrule the influence of five hundred temperate men, who act
without concert. Already is the disposition to temporize, to tolerate, and even to court the
intemperate, too apparent, on account of the apprehended retribution of their perverted suffrage. The
whole power of law, through the nation, sleeps in the statute book, and until public sentiment is
roused and concentrated, it may be doubted whether its execution is possible.

Where is the city, town, or village, in which the laws are not openly violated, and where is the
magistracy that dares to carry into effect the laws against the vending or drinking of ardent spirits?
Here then an aristocracy of bad influence has already risen up, which bids defiance to law, and
threatens the extirpation of civil liberty. As intemperance increases, the power of taxation will come
more and more into the hands of men of intemperate habits and desperate fortunes; of course the
laws gradually will become subservient to the debtor, and less efficacious in protecting the rights of
property. This will be a vital stab to liberty-to the security of which property is indispensable. For
money is the sinew of war-and when those who hold the property of a nation cannot be protected in
their rights, they will change the form of government, peaceably if they may, by violence if they must.

"Memorial of the Cherokee Nation", from Nile's Weekly
Register, 1830

The Washington administration had established a policy designed to “civilize" the Indians, and
the Cherokee, more than any other Native American group, had done so - by codifying their
own legal system, printing their own newspapers, and even owning slaves. However, no amount
of assimilation helped the Cherokee when the state of Georgia demanded their land. During the
"trail of tears," when the Cherokee were forced to march to Oklahoma, more than 4,000
Cherokee died. The "Memorial of the Cherokee Nation™ appeared in Nile's Weekly Register in
1830.



We are aware that some persons suppose it will be for our advantage to remove beyond the
Mississippi. We think otherwise. Our people universally think otherwise. Thinking that it would
be fatal to their interests, they have almost to a man sent their memorial to Congress,
deprecating the necessity of a removal. . . . It is incredible that Georgia should ever have
enacted the oppressive laws to which reference is here made, unless she had supposed that
something extremely terrific in its character was necessary in order to make the Cherokees
willing to remove. We are not willing to remove; and if we could be brought to this extremity, it
would be not by argument, nor because our judgment was satisfied, not because our condition
will be improved; but only because we cannot endure to be deprived of our national and
individual rights and subjected to a process of intolerable oppression.

We wish to remain on the land of our fathers. We have a perfect and original right to remain
without interruption or molestation. The treaties with us, and laws of the United States made in
pursuance of treaties, guaranty our residence and our privileges, and secure us against intruders.
Our only request is, that these treaties may be fulfilled, and these laws executed.

But if we are compelled to leave our country, we see nothing but ruin before us. The country
west of the Arkansas territory is unknown to us. From what we can learn of it, we have no
prepossessions in its favor. All the inviting parts of it, as we believe, are preoccupied by various
Indian nations, to which it has been assigned. They would regard us as intruders. . . . The far
greater part of that region is, beyond all controversy, badly supplied with wood and water; and
no Indian tribe can live as agriculturists without these articles. All our neighbors . . . would
speak a language totally different from ours, and practice different customs. The original
possessors of that region are now wandering savages lurking for prey in the neighborhood. . . .
Were the country to which we are urged much better than it is represented to be, . . . still it is not
the land of our birth, nor of our affections. It contains neither the scenes of our childhood, nor
the graves of our fathers.

... We have been called a poor, ignorant, and degraded people. We certainly are not rich; nor
have we ever boasted of our knowledge, or our moral or intellectual elevation. But there is not a
man within our limits so ignorant as not to know that he has a right to live on the land of his
fathers, in the possession of his immemorial privileges, and that this right has been
acknowledged by the United States; nor is there a man so degraded as not to feel a keen sense of
injury, on being deprived of his right and driven into exile. . . .

Nathaniel Hawthorne, Letter to His Wife from Brook Farm
(1841)

Brook Farm was a utopian community dedicated to merging "intellectual and manual labor" that was
founded in Massachusetts by George Ripley and Bronson Alcott, friends of Ralph Waldo Emerson.
Hawthorne lived on Brook Farm in 1841, and his later book The Blithedale Romance (1852) was
harshly critical of the unflinching and naive optimism of the community. This letter to his wife,
however, provides a detailed and sympathetic account of daily life of the community.



As the weather precludes all possibility of ploughing, hoeing, sowing and other such operations, I
bethink me that you may have no objection to hear something of my whereabout and whatabout. You
are to know then, that I took up my abode here on the 12th ultimo, in the midst of a snowstorm,
which kept us all idle for a day or two. At the first glimpse of fair weather, Mr. Ripley summoned us
into the cowyard and introduced me to an instrument with four prongs, commonly called a dung-fork.
With this tool, I have already assisted to load twenty or thirty carts of manure, and shall take part in
loading nearly three hundred more. Besides, I have planted potatoes and peas, cut straw and hay for
the cattle, and done various other mighty works. This very morning, I milked three cows; and I milk
two or three every night and morning. The weather has been so unfavorable, that we have worked
comparatively little in the fields; but, nevertheless, I have gained strength wonderfully-grown quite a
giant, in fact-and can do a day's work without the slightest inconvenience. In short, I am transformed
into a complete farmer.

This is one of the most beautiful places I ever saw in my life, and as secluded as if it were a hundred
miles from any city or village. There are woods, in which we can ramble all day, without meeting
anybody, or scarcely seeing a house. Our house stands apart from the main road; so that we are not
troubled even with passengers looking at us. Once in a while, we have a transcendental visitor, such
as Mr. [Bronson] Alcott; but, generally, we pass whole days without seeing a single face, save those of
the brethren. At this present time, our effective force consists of Mr. Ripley, Mr. Farley (a farmer from
the far west), Rev. Warren Burton (author of various celebrated works), three young men and boys,
who are under Mr. Ripley's care, and William Allen, his hired man, who has the chief direction of our
agricultural labors. In the female part of the establishment there is Mrs. Ripley and two women folks.
The whole fraternity eat together; and such a delectable way of life has never been seen on earth,
since the days of the early Christians. We get up at half-past four, breakfast at half-past six, dine at
half-past twelve, and go to bed at nine.

The thin frock, which you made for me, is considered a most splendid article; and I should not wonder
if it were to become the summer uniform of the community. I have a thick frock, likewise; but it is
rather deficient in grace, though extremely warm and comfortable. I wear a tremendous pair of cow-
hide boots, with soles two inches thick. Of course, when I come to see you, I shall wear my farmer's
dress.

We shall be very much occupied during most of this month, ploughing and planting; so that I doubt
whether you will see me for two or three weeks. You have the portrait by this time, I suppose; so you
can very well dispense with the original. When you write to me (which I beg you will do soon) direct
your letter to West Roxbury, as there are two post offices in the town. I would write more; but William
Allen is going to the village, and must have this letter; so good-bye.

Nath Hawthorne

Ploughman

Noted Educator Speaks on Public Schooling in 1848

Horace Mann has often been called the ‘‘father of American public education.” Trained as a
lawyer, Mann created the Massachusetts Board of Education and then served as its secretary
from 1837 to 1848, resigning when he was elected to the United States Congress. Mann was
instrumental in establishing teaching as a profession, lengthening school sessions,
standardizing textbooks within schools, and seeking public funding for education. Mann’s
annual reports as state superintendent of schools were filled with observations about education
and schooling. The following excerpts touch on just a few of Mann’s concerns.



SOURCE: Massachusetts Board of Education, Annual Reports on Education (Boston: Horace
B. Fuller, 1868).

Without undervaluing any other human agency, it may be safely affirmed that the common
school, improved and energized as it can easily be, may become the most effective and
benignant of all the forces of civilization. Two reasons sustain this position. In the first place,
there is a universality in its operation, which can be affirmed of no other institution whatever. If
administered in the spirit of justice and conciliation, all the rising generation may be brought
within the circle of its reformatory and elevating influences. And, in the second place, the
materials upon which it operates are so pliant and ductile as to be susceptible of assuming a
greater variety of forms than any other earthly work of the Creator....

| proceed, then, in endeavoring to show how the true business of the schoolroom
connects itself, and becomes identical, with the great interests of society.

The former is the infant, immature state of those interests; the latter their developed,
adult state. As “the child is father to the man,” so may the training of the schoolroom
expand into the institution and fortunes of the State....

According to the European theory, men are divided into classes—some to toil and earn,
others to seize and enjoy. According to the Massachusetts theory, all are to have an
equal chance for earning, and equal security in the enjoyment of what they earn. The
latter tends to equality of condition; the former, to the grossest inequalities. Tried by any
Christian standard of morals,...can anyone hesitate, for a moment, in declaring which of
the two will produce the greater amount of human welfare?...

Moral education is a primal necessity of social existence. The unrestrained passions of
men are not only homicidal, but suicidal; and a community without a conscience would
soon extinguish itself....To all doubters, disbelievers, or despairers in human progress, it
may still be said, there is one experiment which has never yet been tried....It is
expressed in these few and simple words: “Train up a child in the way he should go;
and, when he is old, he will not depart from it.”...But this experiment has never yet been
tried. Education has never yet been brought to bear with one-hundredth part of its
potential force upon the natures of children, and, through them, upon the character of
men and of the race....Here, then, is a new agency, whose powers are but just beginning
to be understood, and whose mighty energies hitherto have been but feebly invoked....
But it will be said that this grand result in practical morals is a consummation of
blessedness that can never be attained without religion, and that no community will ever
be religious without a religious education. Both these propositions I regard as eternal
and immutable truths....That our public schools are not theological seminaries, is
admitted....They are debarred by law from inculcating the peculiar and distinctive
doctrines of any one religious denomination amongst us....But our system earnestly
inculcates all Christian morals; it founds its morals on the basis of religion; it welcomes
the religion of the Bible....

I hold it...to be one of the excellences, one of the moral beauties, of the Massachusetts
system, that there is one place in the land where the children of all the different
denominations are brought together for instruction, where the Bible is allowed to speak



for itself; one place where the children can kneel at a common altar, and feel that they
have a common Father, and where the services of religion tend to create brothers, and
not Ishmaelites....

Such, then,...is the Massachusetts system of common schools. Reverently it recognizes
and affirms the sovereign rights of the Creator, sedulously and sacredly it guards the
religious rights of the creature....In a social and political sense, it is a free school-
system. It knows no distinction of rich and poor, of bond and free, or between those,
who, in the imperfect light of this world, are seeking, through different avenues, to reach
the gate of heaven. Without money and without price, it throws open its doors, and
spreads the table of its bounty, for all the children of the State. Like the sun, it shines not
only upon the good, but upon the evil, that they may become good; and, like the rain, its
blessings descend not only upon the just, but upon the unjust, that their injustice may
depart from them, and be known no more.

1. Why does Mann advocate the public school as the locus of moral and religious
education? What are the advantages and disadvantages of such a system?

2. The industrial revolution saw a rapid increase in investment in not only
machinery, but in many cases, workers as well, as tasks became more complex.
How do you think Mann’s ideas fit into this scheme?

Ralph Waldo Emerson, "Self-Reliance" (1841)

Ralph Waldo Emerson, who was born in Boston in 1803, was a famous essayist, lecturer, and poet. He
is perhaps best known as the leader of the Transcendentalist movement. Transcendentalism was an
idealistic philosophy that posited that human beings could rise above (transcend) the material world to
achieve a higher spiritual awareness. According to Emerson, this process required self-awareness. The
essay excerpted below reflects this emphasis on knowing and being true to yourself.

Whoso would be a man, must be a nonconformist. He who would gather immortal palms must not be
hindered by the name of goodness, but must explore if it be goodness. Nothing is at last sacred but
the integrity of your own mind. Absolve you to yourself, and you shall have the suffrage of the world. I
remember an answer which when quite young I was prompted to make to a valued adviser who was
wont to importune me with the dear old doctrines of the church. On my saying, "What have I to do
with the sacredness of traditions, if I live wholly from within?" my friend suggested,-"But these
impulses may be from below, not from above." I replied, "They do not seem to me to be such; but if I
am the Deuvil's child, I will live then from the Devil." No law can be sacred to me but that of my nature.
Good and bad are but names very readily transferable to that or this; the only right is what is after my
constitution; the only wrong what is against it. A man is to carry himself in the presence of all
opposition as if every thing were titular and ephemeral but he. I am ashamed to think how easily we
capitulate to badges and names, to large societies and dead institutions. Every decent and well-
spoken individual affects and sways me more than is right. I ought to go upright and vital, and speak
the rude truth in all ways. If malice and vanity wear the coat of philanthropy, shall that pass? If an
angry bigot assumes this bountiful cause of Abolition, and comes to me with his last news from
Barbadoes, why should I not say to him, 'Go love thy infant; love thy wood-chopper; be good-natured
and modest; have that grace; and never varnish your hard, uncharitable ambition with this incredible
tenderness for black folk a thousand miles off. Thy love afar is spite at home.' Rough and graceless
would be such greeting, but truth is handsomer than the affection of love. Your goodness must have
some edge to it,-else it is none. The doctrine of hatred must be preached, as the counteraction of the



doctrine of love, when that pules and whines. I shun father and mother and wife and brother when my
genius calls me. I would write on the lintels of the door-post, Whim. I hope it is somewhat better than
whim at last, but we cannot spend the day in explanation. Expect me not to show cause why I seek or
why I exclude company. Then again, do not tell me, as a good man did to-day, of my obligation to put
all poor men in good situations. Are they my poor? I tell thee, thou foolish philanthropist, that I
grudge the dollar, the dime, the cent I give to such men as do not belong to me and to whom I do not
belong. There is a class of persons to whom by all spiritual affinity I am bought and sold; for them I
will go to prison if need be; but your miscellaneous popular charities; the education at college of fools;
the building of meeting-houses to the vain end to which many now stand; alms to sots, and the
thousand-fold Relief Societies;-though I confess with shame I sometimes succumb and give the dollar,
it is a wicked dollar, which by and by I shall have the manhood to withhold. . . .

What I must do is all that concerns me, not what the people think. This rule, equally arduous in actual
and in intellectual life, may serve for the whole distinction between greatness and meanness. It is the
harder because you will always find those who think they know what is your duty better than you
know it. It is easy in the world to live after the world's opinion; it is easy in solitude to live after our
own; but the great man is he who in the midst of the crowd keeps with perfect sweetness the
independence of solitude. . . .

A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little statesmen and philosophers and
divines. With consistency a great soul has simply nothing to do. He may as well concern himself with
his shadow on the wall. Speak what you think now in hard words and to-morrow speak what to-
morrow thinks in hard words again, though it contradict every thing you said to-day.-'Ah, so you shall
be sure to be misunderstood.'-Is it so bad then to be misunderstood? Pythagoras was misunderstood,
and Socrates, and Jesus, and Luther, and Copernicus, and Galileo, and Newton, and every pure and
wise spirit that ever took flesh. To be great is to be misunderstood.

South Carolina's Ordinance of Nullification (1832)

In 1828 Congress enacted a high protective tariff that came to be known, particularly in the South,
as the tariff of abominations. Four years later Congress lowered some of the rates, but only slightly.
Because the South tended to export food and import manufactured goods, it supported free trade
and generally opposed protective tariffs. Consequently, in 1832 South Carolina issued this Ordinance
of Nullification declaring both tariffs null and void and prohibiting customs agents from collecting
taxes within the state. President Andrew Jackson responded by asking Congress to grant him the
authority to use military force to collect tax revenues. Congress complied by passing the Force Bill of
1833. Fortunately, however, the president never had to resort to military action. Congress also
passed a compromise tariff that year, and South Carolina responded by rescinding the ordinance.

An Ordinance to Nullify Certain Acts of the Congress of the United States, Purporting To Be
Laws, Laying Duties and Imposts on the Importation of Foreigh Commaodities.

Whereas, the Congress of the United States, by various acts, purporting to be acts laying duties and
imposts on foreign imports, but in reality intended for the protection of domestic manufactures, and
the giving of bounties to classes and individuals engaged in particular employments, at the expense
and to the injury and oppression of other classes and individuals, and by wholly exempting from
taxation certain foreign commodities, such as are not produced or manufactured in the United States,
to afford a pretext for imposing higher and excessive duties on articles similar to those intended to be
protected, hath exceeded its just powers under the Constitution, which confers on it no authority to
afford such protection, and hath violated the true meaning and intent of the Constitution, which
provides for equality in imposing the burdens of taxation upon the several States and portions of the
Confederacy. And whereas, the said Congress, exceeding its just power to impose taxes and collect
revenue for the purpose of effecting and accomplishing the specific objects and purposes which the



Constitution of the United States authorizes it to effect and accomplish, hath raised and collected
unnecessary revenue, for objects unauthorized by the Constitution—

We, therefore, the People of the State of South Carolina, in Convention assembled, do Declare and
Ordain, and it is hereby Declared and Ordained, That the several acts and parts of acts of the
Congress of the United States, purporting to be laws for the imposing of duties and imposts on the
importation of foreign commodities, and now having actual operation and effect within the United
States, and more especially an act entitled "an act in alteration of the several acts imposing duties on
imports," approved on the nineteenth day of May, on thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, and
also, an act entitled "an act to alter and amend the several acts imposing duties on imports,"
approved on the fourteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, are unauthorized
by the Constitution of the United States, and violate the true meaning and intent thereof, and are
null, void, and no law, nor binding upon this State, its officers or citizens; and all promises, contracts
and obligations, made or entered into, or to be made or entered into, with purpose to secure the
duties imposed by said acts, and all judicial proceedings which shall be hereafter had in affirmance
thereof, are, and shall be held, utterly null and void.

And it is further Ordained, That it shall not be lawful for any of the constituted authorities, whether of
this State, or of the United States, to enforce the payment of duties imposed by the said acts, within
the limits of this State; but it shall be the duty of the Legislature to adopt such measures and pass
such acts as may be necessary to give full effect to this Ordinance, and to prevent the enforcement
and arrest the operation of the said acts and parts of acts of the Congress of the United States,
within the limits of this State, from and after the first day of February next; and the duty of all other
constituted authorities, and of all persons residing or being within the limits of this State, and they
are hereby required and enjoined, to obey and give effect to this Ordinance, and such acts and
measures of the Legislature as may be passed or adopted in obedience thereto.

And it is further Ordained, That in no case of law or equity, decided in the Courts of this State,
wherein shall be drawn in question the authority of this Ordinance, or the validity of such act or acts
of the Legislature as may be passed for the purpose of giving effect thereto, or the validity of the
aforesaid acts of Congress, imposing duties, shall any appeal be taken or allowed to the Supreme
Court of the United States; nor shall any copy of he record be permitted or allowed for that purpose;
and if any such appeal shall be attempted to be taken, the Courts of this State shall proceed to
execute and enforce their judgements, according to the laws and usages of the State, without
reference to such attempted appeal, and the person or persons attempting to take such appeal may
be dealt with as for a contempt of the Court.

And it is further Ordained, That all person now holding any office of honor, profit or trust, civil or
military, under this State, (members of the Legislature excepted) shall, within such time, and in such
manner as the Legislature shall prescribe, take an oath, well and truly to obey, execute and enforce
this Ordinance, and such act or acts of the Legislature as may be passed in pursuance thereof,
according to the true intent and meaning of the same; and on the neglect or omission of any such
person or persons so to do, his or their office or offices shall be forthwith vacated, and shall be filled
up as if such person or persons were dead or had resigned; and no person hereafter elected to any
office of honor, profit or trust, civil or military, (members of the Legislature excepted) shall, until the
Legislature shall otherwise provide and direct, enter on the execution of his office, or be in any
respect competent to discharge the duties thereof, until he shall, in like manner, have taken a similar
oath; and no juror shall be impannelled in any of the Courts of this State, in any cause in which shall
be in question this Ordinance, or any act of the Legislature passed in pursuance thereof, unless he
shall first, in addition to the usual oath, have taken an oath that he will well and truly obey, execute,
and enforce this Ordinance, and such act or acts of the Legislature as may be passed to carry the
same into operation and effect, according to the true intent and meaning thereof.

And we, the People of South Carolina, to the end that it may be fully understood by the Government
of the United States, and the People of the co-States, that we are determined to maintain this, our
Ordinance and Declaration, at every hazard, Do further Declare, that we will not submit to the
application of force, on the part of the Federal Government, to reduce this State to obedience; but



that we will consider the passage, by Congress, of any act authorizing the employment of a military
or naval force against the State of South Carolina, her constituted authorities or citizens, or any act
abolishing or closing the ports of this State, or any of them, or otherwise obstructing the free ingress
and egress of vessels to and from the said ports, or any other act, on the part of the Federal
Government, to coerce the State, shut up her ports, destroy or harrass her commerce, or to enforce
the acts hereby declared to be null and void, otherwise than through the civil tribunals of the country,
as inconsistent with the longer continuance of South Carolina in the Union; and that the People of
this State will thenceforth hold themselves absolved from all further obligation to maintain or
preserve their political connexion with the people of the other States, and will forthwith proceed to
organize a separate Government, and to do all other acts and things which sovereign and
independent States may of right do.

Done in Convention, at Columbia, the twenty-fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and in the fifty-seventh year of the Declaration of the
Independence of the United States of America.

JAMES HAMILTON, JR. President of the Convention, and Delegate from St. Peter's

The Cherokee Treaty of 1817

In the interest of promoting orderly white expansion in the years immediately following the War
of 1812, the United States government sought to open up lands adjacent to existing settlement
and discourage widespread dispersal into the more distant west. Between 1816 and 1828,
seventeen treaties relating to land cessions or boundary adjustments were signed between the
United States Government and the five major Indian nations in the South. In a treaty signed on
July 8, 1817, the Cherokee Nation agreed to give up two large tracts of land in North Carolina
and Georgia in exchange for one of equal size west of the Mississippi River. Although signed by
a substantial number of chiefs, the treaty spawned factions within the Cherokee Nation that
would intensify in the decades to come. SOURCE: The Treaty of Cherokee Agency, in American
State Papers, Indian Affairs (Washington: GPO, 1934), 2:129-31.

Articles of a treaty concluded, at the Cherokee Agency, within the Cherokee nation, between
major general Andrew Jackson, Joseph M'Minn, governor of the state of Tennessee, and general
David Meriwether, commissioners plenipotentiary of the United States of America, of the one
part, and the chiefs, head men, and warriors, of the Cherokee nation, east of the Mississippi
river, and the chiefs, head men, and warriors, of the Cherokees on the Arkansas river, and their
deputies, John D. Chisholm and James Rogers, duly authorized by the chiefs of the Cherokees
on the Arkansas river, in open council, by written power of attorney, duly signed and executed,
in presence of Joseph Sevier and William Ware.

WHEREAS in the autumn of the year one thousand eight hundred and eight, a deputation from
the Upper and Lower Cherokee towns, duly authorized by their nation, went on to the city of
Washington, the first named to declare to the President of the United States their anxious desire
to engage in the pursuits of agriculture and civilized life, in the country they then occupied, and
to make known to the President of the United States the impracticability of inducing the nation
at large to do this, and to request the establishment of a division line between the upper and
lower towns, so as to include all the waters of the Hiwassee river to the upper town, that, by
thus contracting their society within narrow limits, they proposed to begin the establishment of
fixed laws and a regular government: The deputies from the lower towns to make known their



desire to continue the hunter life, and also the scarcity of game where they then lived, and,
under those circumstances, their wish to remove across the Mississippi river, on some vacant
lands of the United States. And whereas the President of the United States, after maturely
considering the petitions of both parties, on the ninth day of January, A.D. one thousand eight
hundred and nine, including other subjects, answered those petitions as follows:

"The United States, my children, are the friends of both parties, and, as far as can be reasonably
asked, they are willing to satisfy the wishes of both. Those who remain may be assured of our
patronage, our aid, and good neighborhood. Those who wish to remove, are permitted to send
an exploring party to reconnoiter the country on the waters of the Arkansas and White rivers,
and the higher up the better, as they will be the longer unapproached by our settlements, which
will begin at the mouths of those rivers. The regular districts of the government of St. Louis are
already laid off to the St. Francis.

"When this party shall have found a tract of country suiting the emigrants, and not claimed by
other Indians, we will arrange with them and you the exchange of that for a just portion of the
country they leave, and to a part of which, proportioned to their numbers, they have a right.
Every aid towards their removal, and what will be necessary for them there, will then be freely
administered to them; and when established in their new settlements, we shall still consider
them as our children, give them the benefit of exchanging their peltries for what they will want
at our factories, and always hold them firmly by the hand."

And whereas the Cherokees, relying on the promises of the President of the United States, as
above recited, did explore the country on the west side of the Mississippi, and made choice of
the country on the Arkansas and White rivers, and settled themselves down upon United States'
lands, to which no other tribe of Indians have any just claim, and have duly notified the
President of the United States thereof, and of their anxious desire for the full and complete
ratification of his promise, and, to that end, as notified by the President of the United States,
have sent on their agents, with full powers to execute a treaty, relinquishing to the United States
all the right, title, and interest, to all lands of right to them belonging, as part of the Cherokee
nation, which they have left, and which they are about to leave, proportioned to their numbers,
including, with those now on the Arkansas, those who are about to remove thither, and to a
portion of which they have an equal right agreeably to their numbers.

Now, know ye, that the contracting parties, to carry into full effect the before recited promises
with good faith, and to promote a continuation of friendship with their brothers on the Arkansas
river, and for that purpose to make an equal distribution of the annuities secured to be paid by
the United States to the whole Cherokee nation, have agreed and concluded on the following
articles, viz:

ARTICLE 1 The chiefs, head men, and warriors, of the whole Cherokee nation, cede to the
United States all the lands lying north and east of the following boundaries, viz: Beginning at
the high shoals of the Appalachy river, and running thence, along the boundary line between the
Creek and Cherokee nations, westwardly to the Chatahouchy river; thence, up the Chatahouchy
river, to the mouth of Souque creek; thence, continuing with the general course of the river until
it reaches the Indian boundary line, and, should it strike the Turrurar river, thence, with its



meanders, down said river to its mouth, in part of the proportion of land in the Cherokee nation
east of the Mississippi, to which those now on the Arkansas and those about to remove there are
justly entitled.

ARTICLE 2 The chiefs, head men, and warriors, of the whole Cherokee nation, do also cede to
the United States all the lands lying north and west of the following boundary lines, viz:
Beginning at the Indian boundry line that runs from the north bank of the Tennessee river,
opposite to the mouth of Hywassee river, at a point on the top of Walden's ridge, where it
divides the waters of the Tennessee river from those of the Sequatchie river; thence, along the
said ridge, southwardly, to the bank of the Tennessee river, at a point near to a place called the
Negro Sugar Camp, opposite to the upper end of the first island above Running Water Town;
thence, westwardly, a straight line to the mouth of Little Sequatchie river; thence, up said river,
to its main fork; thence, up its northernmost fork, to its source; and thence, due west, to the
Indian boundary line.

ARTICLE 3 It is also stipulated by the contracting parties, that a census shall be taken of the
whole Cherokee nation, during the month of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and eighteen, in the following manner, viz: That the census of those on the east side of
the Mississippi river, who declare their intention of remaining, shall be taken by a commissioner
appointed by the President of the United States, and a commissioner appointed by the
Cherokees on the Arkansas river; and the census of the Cherokees on the Arkansas river, and
those removing there, and who, at that time, declare their intention of removing there, shall be
taken by a commissioner appointed by the President of the United States, and one appointed by
the Cherokees east of the Mississippi river.

ARTICLE 4 The contracting parties do also stipulate that the annuity due from the United
States to the whole Cherokee nation for the year one thousand eight hundred and eighteen, is to
be divided between the two parts of the nation in proportion to their numbers, agreeably to the
stipulations contained in the third article of this treaty; and to be continued to be divided
thereafter in proportion to their numbers; and the lands to be apportioned and surrendered to the
United States agreeably to the aforesaid enumeration, as the proportionate part, agreeably to
their numbers, to which those who have removed, and who declare their intention to remove,
have a just right, including these with the lands ceded in the first and second articles of this
treaty.

ARTICLE 5 The United States bind themselves, in exchange for the lands ceded in the first and
second articles hereof, to give to that part of the Cherokee nation on the Arkansas as much land
on said river and White river as they have or may hereafter receive from the Cherokee nation
east of the Mississippi, acre for acre, as the just proportion due that part of the nation on the
Arkansas agreeably to their numbers; which is to commence on the north side of the Arkansas
river, at the mouth of Point Remove or Budwell's Old Place; thence, by a straight line,
northwardly, to strike Chataunga mountain, or the hill first above Shield's Ferry on White river,
running up and between said rivers for complement, the banks of which rivers to be the lines;
and to have the above line, from the point of beginning to the point on White river, run and
marked, which shall be done soon after the ratification of this treaty; and all citizens of the
United States, except Mrs. P. Lovely, who is to remain where she lives during life, removed



from within the bounds as above named. And it is further stipulated, that the treaties heretofore
between the Cherokee nation and the United States are to continue in full force with both parts
of the nation, and both parts thereof entitled to all the immunities and privilege which the old
nation enjoyed under the aforesaid treaties; the United States reserving the right of establishing
factories, a military post, and roads, within the boundaries above defined.

ARTICLE 6 The United States do also bind themselves to give to all the poor warriors who may
remove to the western side of the Mississippi river, one rifle gun and ammunition, one blanket,
and one brass kettle, or, in lieu of the brass kettle, a beaver trap, which is to be considered as a
full compensation for the improvements which they may leave; which articles are to be
delivered at such point as the President of the United States may direct: and to aid in the
removal of the emigrants, they further agree to furnish flat bottomed boats and provisions
sufficient for that purpose: and to those emigrants whose improvements add real value to their
lands, the United States agree to pay a full valuation for the same, which is to be ascertained by
a commissioner appointed by the President of the United States for that purpose, and paid for as
soon after the ratification of this treaty as practicable. The boats and provisions promised to the
emigrants are to be furnished by the agent on the Tennessee river, at such time and place as the
emigrants may notify him of; and it shall be his duty to furnish the same.

ARTICLE 7 And for all improvements which add real value to the lands lying within the
boundaries ceded to the United States, by the first and second articles of this treaty, the United
States do agree to pay for at the time, and to be valued in the same manner, as stipulated in the
sixth article of this treaty; or, in lieu thereof, to give in exchange improvements of equal value
which the emigrants may leave, and for which they are to receive pay. And it is further
stipulated, that all these improvements, left by the emigrants within the bounds of the Cherokee
nation east of the Mississippi river, which add real value to the lands, and for which the United
States shall give a consideration, and not so exchanged, shall be rented to the Indians by the
agent, year after year, for the benefit of the poor and decrepit of that part of the nation east of
the Mississippi river, until surrendered by the nation, or to the nation. And it is further agreed,
that the said Cherokee nation shall not be called upon for any part of the consideration paid for
said improvements at any future period.

ARTICLE 8 And to each and every head of any Indian family residing on the east side of the
Mississippi river, on the lands that are now, or may hereafter be, surrendered to the United
States, who may wish to become citizens of the United States, the United States do agree to give
a reservation of six hundred and forty acres of land, in a square, to include their improvements,
which are to be as near the centre thereof as practicable, in which they will have a life estate,
with a reversion in fee simple to their children, reserving to the widow her dower, the register of
whose names is to be filed in the office of the Cherokee agent, which shall be kept open until
the census is taken as stipulated in the third article of this treaty. Provided, That if any of the
heads of families, for whom reservations may be made, should remove therefrom, then, in that
case, the right to revert to the United States. And provided further, That the land which may be
reserved under this article, be deducted from the amount which has been ceded under the first
and second articles of this treaty.



ARTICLE 9 It is also provided by the contracting parties, that nothing in the foregoing articles
shall be construed so as to prevent any of the parties so contracting from the free navigation of
all the waters mentioned therein.

ARTICLE 10 The whole of the Cherokee nation do hereby cede to the United States all right,
title, and claim, to all reservations made to Doublehead and others, which were reserved to them
by a treaty made and entered into at the city of Washington, bearing date the seventh of January,
one thousand eight hundred and six.

ARTICLE 11 It is further agreed that the boundary lines of the lands ceded to the United States
by the first and second articles of this treaty, and the boundary line of the lands ceded by the
United States in the fifth article of this treaty, is to be run and marked by a commissioner or
commissioners appointed by the President of the United States, who shall be accompanied by
such commissioners as the Cherokees may appoint; due notice thereof to be given to the nation.

ARTICLE 12 The United States do also bind themselves to prevent the intrusion of any of its
citizens within the lands ceded by the first and second articles of this treaty, until the same shall
be ratified by the President and Senate of the United States, and duly promulgated.

ARTICLE 13 The contracting parties do also stipulate that this treaty shall take effect and be
obligatory on the contracting parties so soon as the same shall be ratified by the President of the
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States.

In witness of all and every thing herein determined, by and between the before recited
contracting parties, we have, in full and open council, at the Cherokee Agency, this eighth day
of July, A.D. one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, set our hands and seals.

"Visit to the Shakers", Lowell Offering (1841)

The Lowell Offering was a monthly literary magazine published primarily between 1841 and 1845 by
women factory workers in the textile mills of the planned industrial community of Lowell,
Massachusetts. For many of the women and girls who worked in the factories, employment at Lowell
offered an opportunity to earn the highest wages of any women workers in the United States. Lowell
workers also could become part of a community, and, despite long work hours, devote some of their
time to attend evening classes and lectures, to access Lowell's circulating library, or work on the
magazine. The excerpt below describes a visit to a community of Shakers, a religious group whose
beliefs included common property, celibacy, sexual equality, and pacifism. The first Shaker leader in
the United States was Ann Lee, referred to as "Mother Ann," who came from England in 1774 seeking
religious freedom. The Shakers are also famous for their industry, beautifully simple furniture designs,
and business success and innovation. Though only one Shaker community remains in the United
States today, the legacy of the Shakers extends far beyond their dwindling numbers.

Sometime in the summer of 18—, I paid a visit to one of the Shaker villages in the State of New York.
Previously to this, many times and oft had I (when tired of the noise and contention of the world, its
erroneous opinions, and its wrong practices) longed for some retreat, where, with a few chosen
friends, I could enjoy the present, forget the past, and be free from all anxiety respecting any future
portion of time. And often had I pictured, in imagination, a state of happy society, where one common



interest prevailed—where kindness and brotherly love were manifested in all of the every-day affairs
of life—where liberty and equality would live, not in name, but in very deed—where idleness in no
shape whatever would be tolerated—and where vice of every description would be banished, and
neatness, with order, would be manifested in all things.

Actually to witness such a state of society, was a happiness which I never expected. I thought it to be
only a thing among the airy castles which it has ever been my delight to build. But with this
unostentatious and truly kind-hearted people, the Shakers, I found it; and the reality, in beauty and
harmony, exceeded even the picturings of imagination.

1st. The domestic arrangements of the Shakers. However strange the remark may seem, it is
nevertheless true, that our factory population work fewer hours out of every twenty-four, than are
required by the Shakers, whose bell to call them from their slumbers, and also to warn them that it is
time to commence the labors of the day, rings much earlier than our factory bells; and its calls were
obeyed, in the family where I was entertained, with more punctuality than I ever knew the greatest
"workey" among my numerous acquaintances (during the fourteen years in which I have been
employed in different manufacturing establishments) to obey the calls of the factory-bell. And not until
nine o'clock in the evening were the labors of the day closed, and the people assembled at their
religious meetings.

2d. With all deference, I beg leave to introduce some of the religious views and ceremonies of the
Shakers.

From the conversation of the elders, I learned that they considered it doing God service, to sever the
sacred ties of husband and wife, parent and child—the relationship existing between them being
contrary to their religious views—views which they believe were revealed from heaven to "Mother Ann
Lee," the founder of their sect, and through whom they profess to have frequent revelations from the
spiritual world.

Apart from their religious meetings, the Shakers have what they call "union meetings." These are for
social converse, and for the purpose of making the people acquainted with each other. During the day,
the elders tell who may visit such and such chambers. A few minutes past nine, work is laid aside; the
females change, or adjust, as best suits their fancy, their caps, handkerchiefs, and pinners, with a
precision which indicates that they are not altogether free from vanity. The chairs, perhaps to the
number of a dozen, are set in two rows, in such a manner that those who occupy them may face each
other. At the ringing of a bell, each one goes to the chamber where either he or she has been directed
by the elders, or remains at home to receive company, as the case may be. But beyond their own little
world, they do not appear to extend scarcely a thought. And why should they? Having so few sources
of information, they know not what is passing beyond them. They however make the most of their
own affairs, and seem to regret that they can converse no longer, when, after sitting together from
half to three-quarters of an hour, the bell warns them that it is time to separate, which they do by
rising up, locking their hands across their breasts, and bowing. Each one then goes silently to his own
chamber.

When Historians Disagree

Debating Andrew Jackson

Andrew Jackson has been the subject of many historical studies. Given the different roles he
played and the different positions he took before and during his administration, it is not
surprising that historians come to different conclusions. In the last decade two respected
historians have taken two different views of Jackson’s contribution to the life of the people
of the United States. While both Howe and Meacham discuss some of the same events—



Indian removal, resistance to the Bank of the United States and the market economy it
represented, commitment to expanding democracy (within the white community)—they see
the priorities differently and evaluate Jackson’s role in American society in different terms.

Daniel Walker Howe, What Hath God
Wrought: The Transformation of America,
1815-1848 (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2007), pp. 356-357.

Seeking the fundamental impulse behind
Jacksonian Democracy, historians have
variously pointed to free enterprise,
manhood suffrage, the labor movement,
and resistance to the market economy.
But in its origins, Jacksonian Democracy
(which contemporaries understood as a
synonym for Jackson’s Democratic Party)
was not primarily about any of these,
though it came to intersect with all of
them in due course. In the first place it
was about the extension of white
supremacy across the North American
continent. By his policy of Indian Removal,
Jackson confirmed his support in the
cotton states outside South Carolina and
fixed the character of his political party.
Indian policy, not banking or the tariff was
the number one issue in the national press
during the early years of Jackson’s
presidency.

Jon Meacham, American Lion: Andrew
Jackson in the White House (New York:
Random House, 2008), pp. xviii-xix.

In the saga of the Jackson presidency, one
marked by both democratic triumphs and
racist tragedies, we can see the American
character in formation and in action...A
champion of extending freedom and
democracy to even the poorest of whites,
Jackson was an unrepentant slaveholder.
A sentimental man who rescued an Indian
orphan on the battlefield to raise in his
home, Jackson was responsible for the
removal of Indian tribes from their
ancestral lands. An enemy of Eastern
financial elites and a relentless opponent
of the Bank of the United States, which he
believed to be a bastion of corruption,
Jackson also promised to die, if hecessary,
to preserve the power and prestige of the
central government.



